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Learning Together - Achieving Excellence 

2nd October 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Autumn feels like it has now arrived! As 

we are keeping doors and windows open 

to help mitigate CV-19 risks please do 

make sure your child has warm layers on. 

A vest may be a good idea!  Please can all 

children have a coat in school each day as 

we are out at playtimes whatever the 

weather.  As my Mother used to say 

“There’s no such thing as bad weather it’s 

bad clothing”! 

Year R Literacy pm Thursday October 8th               

6pm – 7pm via MS TEAMS 

Year 2 Phonics session Friday October 

16th 4.30pm via TEAMS more details to 

follow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

Certificate Celebrations 

Citizens of the Week 
 

Francesca for being positive, 

friendly and enthusiastic 

Bianca for being a good friend 

Melis - for being such a helpful 

member of Willow Class 

Imogen L - for settling into her 

new class and always following 

our Westgate values 

Tom G for his brilliant humour he 

has brought to Elm Class, 

noticing when others may need a 

light hearted joke to cheer them 

up. 

Freddie P, for consist good focus 

in independent work 

Bronwen for being a thoughtful 

and kind friend to everyone  

Freya for being a kind and 

empathetic friend to everyone 

Rosie  for always being; helpful, 

supportive and generally thinking 

of others 

Misan- for being good role model 

Cameron for always setting a 

good example and being a 

positive role model 

Sophie M for being a calm 

influence on her peers and 

always setting a good example 

 

 

 

 

Learner of the Week 
Rowan ~  Mason 

Beech ~  Ollie 

Willow ~ Miles 

Birch ~ Nico 

Elm ~  Ted 

Pine ~ Leila 

Chestnut ~ Theo 

Larch ~ Nour 

Lime ~  Edward R 

Hazel ~ Ava G 

Sycamore ~ Isla 

Maple ~  Tom M 

http://www.westgate.hants.sch.uk/
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New Year R    2021-22 
Live open events Tuesday October 

20th and Thursday 19th November, 

9.45am. Please see further details 

on our school website shortly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year Group News 

Year R  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year R were very excited to learn s, a, t, p 
and it was a joyous moment when they 
realised they could read and write words 
with these sounds! 
We have been learning about numbers 
that are one less than a number to ten. 
The children have practised this skill 
through number rhymes, stories, tens 
frames and practical resources.  
The interest in Autumn changes is still 
growing and motivating the children to 
discover more at our investigation station. 
They have looked at non-fiction books, 
created habitats for British wildlife toys 
and explored the look and texture of 
autumn leaves. It has been exciting to see 
the children creatively following their 
interests across the whole environment 
and independently selecting resources. 
For example, they created London and 
Paris from blocks, used paper for 
swimming pools and added wildlife toys to 
the narrative. 
Please do put spare pants and socks in 
your child's book bags, it is always helpful 
in the case of accidents. 

 

 Year 1 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

We have been focusing our writing on 
Little Red Riding Hood and the children 
have written wonderful character 

Talk to your child about: our 

phonics sessions each 

morning. We are readers and 

writers! 

Please talk to your child about:  

traditional tales and share some 

of these with them 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

PSA spotlight 
 

After a phenomenally generous 
response from our community we 
are getting close to hitting our £7k 

target for the marquees! Thank you 
to everyone who has 

donated. However, we don’t want 
to stop there. We have set up a 
fundraising page to continue to 

build funds for the marquees and 
other projects to support all of our 
children, including the All-Weather 

AstroTurf in the lower School 
grounds. https://donatemyschool.co

m/westgate-school-psa-2344 
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descriptions about her and we created a 
conscience alley to think about what 
choices Red Riding Hood and the wolf 
made. 
In maths this week we have been learning 
to use a number line to help us solve 
subtraction number sentences. We made 
them on the playground and jumped 
backwards ourselves before we used 
them in the classroom in our learning. 
Please look for opportunities to discuss 
taking away and subtraction with physical 
objects at home with your child. 
As the weather is turning colder please 
ensure your child is dressed appropriately 
with a vest, polo top and school jumper 
etc... they will also need a warm 
waterproof coat and wellies to use on the 
playground. Thank you! 

Year 2 

    

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
After spotting lots of dragon tails around 
school, the children have been writing 'A 
guide to spotting dragons' this week. It 
has been very exciting! The children have 
been practising using conjunctions to 
extend their sentences and -ly adverbs 
too. Watch this space for what happens 
next week! 
In maths, we have been calculating with 
money and finding different ways to make 
certain amounts. Please keep practising 

this at home so that the children have 
experience of real money and the value of 
each coin. Next week, we will be looking 
at multiplication and counting in 2s, 5s 
and 10s using arrays. 
 
Please keep practising the phonics sounds 
with your children in preparation for the 
delayed Year 1 Phonics Screening that the 
children will be taking after half term. 
They are experts at sound-buttoning 
words to help them decode so please 
encourage this when they are reading. 
The children are enjoying choosing home 
readers again and it would be really 
helpful for us to know how they are 
getting on at home. Please do continue to 
comment in their reading diaries when 
you read at home as this is a valuable 
insight for us.  
 
*Please can we ask that all children have 
coats in school as the weather starts the 
change. The winter weather is starting to 
come in! 

 
Year 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We have been learning about addition 
and subtraction in maths, with a particular 
emphasis on understanding the language 
of 'place value', 'digit', 'three-digit', 
hundreds (H), tens (T) and ones 
(O).  When working on maths with your 
children, please use these key phrases to 
deepen understanding.  Next week, we 
will be moving onto the operations of 
multiplication and division.  Please begin 
to work on times tables .... x10, x2, x5, x3 

Please talk to your child 
about; Different coins and the 
value of each of them. 

 
 
 

 

 

Please talk to your child about 

different 2d and 3d shapes 

you might spot when you're 

out and about 

Talk to your child about:   

Place value and what it 

means. 
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and x4 (keep working on the tables in that 
order, and when competent on one table, 
move to the next).   
 
Next week we are continuing with writing 
newspaper reports, so please look at 
children's newspapers such as 'First 
News', noticing features such as layout, 
the formal style of the writing etc.   
 
We have been pleased to speak to many 
of you in these first few weeks.  Please 
feel free to speak to us on any afternoon 
when you collect your child for a quick 
catch up.   

Year 4 

 

     
 

 

 

 

  

Year 4 have all learnt how to log onto their 

individual email accounts using their new 

usernames and passwords. This will be 

really important when the children are 

accessing class teaching from home in the 

case of self-isolation. To check that they 

can access their emails from home, we 

have asked both classes to log in and 

send an email to their teacher from home. 

Thank you to the pupils who have already 

done this! Please do support your child 

with this - they have their log in 

information in their bags. Also, as the 

weather turns more autumnal, we have 

reminded the children about the 

importance of wearing an extra layer to 

keep warm, especially as we keep all the 

windows open all day to ensure good 

ventilation. A vest or long sleeved base 

layer will help keep them warm so please 

do encourage this when appropriate! 

Many thanks 

 

Year 5 

        

Hazel                          Lime 

 

 

 

 

 

Please talk to your child 
about Microsoft Teams. 

 

 

 

  
Please talk to your child about 

next week’s spellings; 

awkward   bargain       bruise 
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Thank you to those children that have been 

bringing in topic home learning to share - we 

have loved seeing what you have come up 

with and look forward to seeing more! Please 

continue to encourage your children to take 

part in the home learning jigsaw and bring in 

what they have completed. In maths next 

week, we will be starting to look at 

multiplication and division. It would be great if 

the children could brush up on their times 

tables at the weekend to prepare them for 

their learning - it is so important  that they 

can recall these facts rapidly and confidently. 

In English, we have created persuasive 

fairground advertisements linked to 'The Boy 

Who Swam With Piranhas' using superlatives 

and fronted prepositional phrases. Next week 

we will start on our new text, 'The Lost Thing', 

where the children will write 

character/setting descriptions and look 

carefully at choice of vocabulary. With the 

weather starting to turn, we please ask that 

the children have a raincoat in school every 

day for playtimes and outdoor PE, thank you. 

We hope you have a lovely weekend, The Year 

5 Team. 

Year 6 

          

Sycamore                     Maple 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

This week Y6 in maths we have been 
converting units of measure - any practice 
on remembering that there are 100cm in 
a metre, 1000g in a kg etc would be 
great!  There is a useful conversion chart 
to support this in the pupil planner.  In 
English we have been looking at the 
features of persuasive writing and use of 
modal verbs to convey degrees of 
certainty.  We have written formal letters 
linked to events in Wolf Wilder.  We are 
really proud of the effort and creativity 
that is being produced in both art books 
and guided reading journals.  A reminder 
that all Y6 children need to bring a pair of 
headphones with them every Thursday for 
music lessons.  Home learning (the CGP 
books) are marked every Thursday so 
please ensure the children bring their 
books into school with them. 
 
 

Online Learning 
 
Over the next few weeks we are 
introducing pupils to Microsoft Teams as 
a tool to facilitate online learning in the 
event that a pupil is unable to attend 
school due to CV-19 reasons or we go 
into another lockdown situation. In order 
to do this we are teaching pupils how to 
use the programme in their computing 
lessons as part of the curriculum.  
Year 5& 6 are now up and running, Year 4 
are on their way and Year 3 will be able 
to access on-line learning soon. Well 
done everyone!  Please do email our IT 
department if you experience any IT 
difficulties with your child’s account:  
itsupport@westgate.hants.sch.uk 
 
 
We would welcome donations of 
old/unused dictionaries and thesauruses 
please. We will leave a box in the foyer 
to 'quarantine' them. Many thanks. 
 

Please talk to your child about their 

science learning on the parts of a 

human eye and what each part does. 
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Please remember to leave the school site 
as quickly as you can after drop off/pick 
up. This is to try and limit the spread of 
CV-19 especially now cases are increasing 
nationally.  To mitigate risk the village 
green is closed after school for the time 
being.  Thank you for your co-operation.  
We are continually reviewing our 

processes and will update you before half 

term with changes to our routines.  

Wishing you a happy, if not wet weekend! 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Woodall 

Head of Primary Phase 

 

 

Please send an email to 

l.woodall@westgate.hants.sch.uk  to 

book a place.  
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