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Learning Together - Achieving Excellence 

4th  December 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Thank you for joining our Parent 

Consultations this week. Please do complete 

our parent survey, which has been emailed 

this morning. 

Thanks Mrs Pawsey for organising a fantastic 

cross country event. We are very proud of 

how much resilience and perseverance the 

children have shown; despite the weather!  

 Please do see the Christmas letter sent out 

yesterday with information about our many 

Christmas events.     

Year 1 Partners in Learning 4.30pm 7.12.20 

 

 

  

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Citizens of the Week 
Seb F for being a helpful and 

responsible member of Rowan Class 

Alfred P   for always being kind to 

others and setting a good example 

Max S for being a positive and 

enthusiastic member of our class 

Aidan Mi for a positive and kind 

attitude towards all of his peers 

Isaac PT for being responsible 

during playtimes and for always 

considering other people's feelings 

Elana A, for taking responsibility for 

her learning environment, and 

working hard 

Winnie P for showing the school's 

values, especially responsibility 

Ollie B for his determination and 

effort in helping others in the class 

Charlie N for being really supportive 

on the playground 

Luca M for being caring towards his 

friends 

Florence S for always being willing 

to help and support others in class 

Sofia P for always supporting others 

with their learning when they are 

unsure 

Learner of the Week 
 

Rowan ~ Lottie Th 

Beech ~ Amelia Mo 

Willow ~ Laura CL 

Birch ~  Graci MB 

Elm ~ Danny MB 

Pine ~ Mabel D 

Chestnut ~ Dillon MC 

Larch ~ Claire O 

Lime ~ Alastair S 

Hazel ~ Isaac B 

Sycamore ~Theo  & Joseph B 

Maple ~ Anais & Mackenzie 
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Year Group News 

Year R  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The children have been very excited this week 

to help decorate our Christmas role play 

areas! They have been re-enacting real life 

experiences in our home corner and 

Christmas café and exploring weighing, 

measuring and writing in the Post Office.  

We were very excited to do our first guided 

reading sessions this week! It was lovely to 

see the children confidently have a go at 

reading with their friends.  

The children have chosen who they would like 

to be in The Nativity. We will support them to 

make their own head band style costumes so 

please don't worry about sending anything in. 

This is to mitigate any covid risk. 

Please can we remind everyone to put a spare 

set of clothes, including pants and socks, in 

your child's book bag. 

Year 1 

 

 

We have loved becoming history detectives  

 
We have all been so excited to start 
constructing our project pages all about the 
Great Fire of London. It has been amazing to 
see in front of us just how much we have 
learnt and how many questions we can now 
answer about it. 
This week has also been RE week in which 
we've been looking at the concept of 
'preparing' through Advent. It has been lovely 
to share how everybody prepares for times 
and days of celebration in different ways. 
Please continue to read with your child at 
home and practise their common exception 
words. It is really helpful when you write in 
your child's yellow reading diary to let us 
know what they have been doing at home, so 
thank you to those of you who already are 
doing this. 

Talk to your child about our Christmas 

post office role play area. Perhaps 

they could write a card or letter to 

somebody special. 

 

Please talk to your child about:  

The Great Fire of London 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  "Woodland habitats and 

mistakes is okay because 

mistakes help us learn. It's not 

 
It's beginning to feel a lot 

like Christmas!! 
 There is so much 

happening at the moment 
with the Westgate Winter 

Wonders - our Elves are 
working flat-out!  

Next week we'll be 
launching the final set of 

activities but in the 
meantime our Arts & Crafts 

raffle is live and offering 
amazing prizes. Get your 

tickets online today at 
https://www.westgatescho

olpsa.org.uk/christmas-
arts-craft-raffle-2020 
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As the weather gets colder and wetter, please 
ensure your child has a named school jumper, 
wellies and warm coat everyday as we will still 
be going outside when we can. 
We have a Partners in Learning event on 
Monday 7th December in which we will 
discuss Phonics, Spelling, Reading and 
Writing in Year 1 as well as how you can 
support your child at home. Please do let us 
know if you are unable to attend the meeting 
but would still like to get a copy of the 
information. 
Thank you to everybody for your continued 
support. Happy December! 

Year 2 

    

 

 

 

 

 

This week we have been working on division 

and linking it to our knowledge of 

multiplication and the inverse. Next week, we 

will be looking at calculating with money. The 

children have been enjoying our wordless 

book 'Once Upon a Snowstorm' and thinking 

about how to retell the story in their own 

words ready for next week! 

Thank you so much for all of your positive 

engagement in our parents evenings this 

week. It is always a pleasure to discuss the 

children and how well they are doing in Year 

2. The children's targets are in their reading 

diaries for your information. Remember that if 

you don't have a reading book from school or 

have finished, please access your child's Bug 

Club account as these are updated regularly.   

This week we have sent home ALL of the Year 

1 and Year 2 spellings in the children's 

bookbags. These are the spellings that the 

children need to know by the end of Year 2. 

Please practise reading and writing these 

correctly as much as possible. We will update 

you every week in the newsletter of spellings 

that we have covered that week.  

This week's spellings: (writing numbers in 

words) zero, one, two, three, four, five, six, 

seven, eight, nine, ten 

Have a great weekend! 

Year 2 Team 

Year 3 
 

 

 

 

 

We have had a great RE week, learning about 

the story of the wise men worshipping the 

baby Jesus, and how Christians today worship 

Jesus.  We have been working hard on our 

skills with money ... please keep the coins out 

at home, and keep practising adding and 

subtracting amounts of money.  Next week in 

maths we will be developing adding and 

subtracting skills, thinking about adding and 

subtracting in with problems other than 

money.  In English we will be finishing our 

work on Ted Hughes' 'The Iron Man', and 

writing a suspense story.   

All the children now have a reading record.  

Please continue to hear them read four times 

a week.  If they are already competent 

readers, use the time together to discuss what 

Please talk to your child about  
 the value of British coins and 
notes for pounds and pence 

 

 

Please talk to your child about 

different 2d and 3d shapes 

you might spot when you're 

out and about 

Talk to your child about:  

the Christmas Story 
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they have read, to develop their 

understanding of what they are reading.  

Discuss, discuss, discuss!   

Year 4 

 

     
 

 

 

 

This week in Year 4,  children have been 

telling the time in the 12 and 24 hour clocks 

and applying these skills to problem solving. 

They have also begun learning about 

fractions and how to count in fractions and 

find fractions of amounts. Chestnut class 

have almost finished applying tissue paper to 

the stained glass windows and we have all 

practised our Christmas reading in the hall as 

a year group. 

Year 5 

        

Hazel                          Lime 

 

 

 

 

We are so proud of all the children for taking 

part in cross country this week. They 

completed more than 200 laps between them 

and were so supportive of each other in their 

house teams. Well done everyone! In English, 

the children have enjoyed learning more 

about Percy Jackson's half-blood roots and 

describing his father, Poseidon. We have been 

reading extracts from Mythologica in guided 

reading and learning about the extravagant 

tales of Odysseus! Thank you to those of you 

that have been asking about the new texts for 

Spring and Summer term. They are: 'Hidden 

Figures: The True Story of Four Black Women 

and The Space Race' by Margot Lee Shetterly 

and Laura Freeman (The picture book, not the 

young readers' edition), 'The Race to Space' 

by Clive Gifford and Ian Murray, 'The Explorer' 

by Katherine Rundell, 'Journey to the River 

Sea' by Eva Ibbotson, 'Beowulf' by Michael 

Morpurgo, 'The Strange Case of Origami Yoda' 

by Tom Angleberger and 'The Jamie Drake 

Equation' by Christopher Edge. 

 In maths next week, we will be looking at 

prime and square numbers. 

 Spellings  for next week are: equipped, 

equipment, especially. Thank you, The Year 5 

Team. 

Year 6 

          

Sycamore                     Maple 

 
 
 
 
 

Please talk to your child 
different leaflets that 

advertise events or places 

 

 

 

  

Please talk to your child about  

prime and square numbers 

 

 

 

Please talk to your child about 

the Beetlepedia Home Learning 

task, which they have been asked 

to do over the next two weeks - 

this is instead of the usual English 

and Maths tasks   
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This week in science we enjoyed making 
our steady hand games and testing them 
out.  We had a visit from Mrs. Dean this 
week to say how impressed she has been 
with the standard of Y6 art this term and 
some children's work is now proudly on 
display in the conference room in Upper 
School.  Mrs Dean presented 4 children 
with a William Morris pencil in recognition 
of their stunning work. Congratulations to 

Mary, Amelia T, Jules and Oli!   

There are LOTS of exciting learning 

opportunities planned for between now and 

the end of term:  RE week focusing on angels, 

a bridge building project in DT, Deep Learning 

Day next Friday where we will be making a 

stop motion film of the Christmas story and a 

final science session in the upper school 

making fruit cells (batteries).  Please could 

each child bring one citrus fruit to school on 

Tuesday for this science lesson. 

Lorraine Lee Workshop 

19.01.21 
 

HELPING CHILDREN WITH HOME 

LEARNING 

With such busy lives, it is easy for home 

learning to become a pressure for both 

parents and children. It can result in 

arguments, falling out and lack of 

learning. Parents end up being too 

involved, and children become reliant 

on their parent's input. In this session, 

parents will get some tips on how to 

make the whole thing run more 

smoothly and to ensure their children 

remain responsible for it. 

Here is the Eventbrite link: 

https://westgatehomelearning.eventbrite

.co.uk 

 

 

Calling all Bakers! 
 

 
 

 
Christmas Arrangements 

 
Year R will be sending their celebration of 
Christmas using a Tapestry video in the 
last week of term. 
 
Years 1 to 6 are busy preparing their 
contributions about Christmas to share 
with you. This will be sent as an audio file 
during the last week. We hope you will 
enjoy listening to it over the Christmas 
break.  This is an inclusive way that all our 
children will be able to enjoy creating. 
 
Please can children just bring in cards for 
their own year group?  This is to avoid any 
cross contamination and to try and keep 
us all safe. 
 
Thank you! 
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Christmas Lunch 
 
          14. 12.20                Year1 

15.12.20               Year R,5 
16.12.20               Year 2,6         
17.12.20               Year 4,3 

18th No lunch as finish at midday 
Please note this will be the only hot 

meal this week. Do order in the 
usual way. 

 
Wishing you an enjoyable weekend. Please 
can every one check their children’s hair for 

nits this weekend? We have had several cases 
in school this week.  

 
Kind regards, 

Mrs Woodall 

Head of Primary Phase 
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