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Learning Together - Achieving Excellence 

25th SEPTEMBER 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

It has been another super week at the 

Westgate School.   Thank you for all your 

support at this challenging time. Please 

note our new timings from next week;                                         

Year R      8.40am     3.10pm                          

Year 1      8.50am     3.20pm                          

Year 2      8.55am     3.25pm                         

Year 3      8.45am     3.15pm                         

Year 4      8.50am     3.20pm                                   

Year 5      8.45am     3.15pm                         

Year 6      8.40am     3.10pm                     

Please do adhere to social distancing at all 

times.                                                   

Individual Photographs September 28th 

Year R Literacy pm Thursday October 8th               

6pm – 7pm via MS TEAMS. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

Year R    2021-22 
Live open events Tuesday October 

20th and Thursday 19th November, 

9.45am. Please see further details 

on our school website shortly. 

Certificate Celebrations 

Citizens of the Week 
Maddie M for being a responsible 

member of Beech class and helping to 

keep the classroom organised 

William  for being extra caring this 

week and looking after others 

Peter  for giving up his own time to be 

an excellent classroom helper 

Susanna B for being such a caring 

member of Rowan Class, looking after 

others and putting their needs before 

hers 

Elliot - for fantastic listening, keen 

responses, and getting on with his own 

learning quickly 

Rory for being a fantastic role model in 

Elm Class 

Sarah for being a kind friend  

Jo Jo for taking care of others 

Callum for settling in so well 

Thomas H for going the extra mile 

Ellie for setting a good role model to 

other pupils 

Stanley for setting a good example to 

others and being so good at following 

instructions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learner of the Week 
Rowan ~ Hugo H 

Beech ~ Sofia 

Willow ~ Teddy 

Birch ~ Vivi 

Elm ~ Mellay 

Pine ~ Max 

Chestnut ~ Luca M 

Larch ~ Eva 

Lime ~ William 

Hazel ~ Vincent 

Sycamore ~ George W 

Maple ~ Amelia J 
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Year Group News 

Year R  
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 The children have been exploring colour 

mixing this week. They have mixed 

playdough, powder paints and PVA and 

layered tissue paper to discover what 

different colours and shades they can 

create. We had great messy fun with our 

bugs and making a newspaper base with 

watery PVA glue!  

They continue to show curiosity about 

the environment and animal habitats. 

We will be following their lead next 

week, thinking about seasonal changes 

and creating hibernation homes.  

Thank you if you have sent in a family 

photo, the children have had great 

conversations about these.  

We ask that chatterboxes and toys now 

stay at home (unless a need has been 

discussed with your child's teacher). We 

are finding some children are losing toys 

and this causes upset. If your child 

would like to share something from 

home, please do use Tapestry where a 

photo or video could be sent that we 

can share with the class.  

 

    Year 1 

 

 

 

. 

 
We've had a great week in Year 1, starting 
off by building Log Pile houses for Snake in 
our Forest Learning area. We've then 
written instructions on how to build them, 

so that we can read them to Year R on 
TEAMS and then they'll know how to 
make them too! In Maths, we've been 
developing our addition skills - including 
using a number line and writing number 
sentences using + and =. Continuing with 
the 'Into the Woods' topic, we've 
investigated which creatures live in 
woodlands and used the app ChatterKids 
to record all of the things we knew about 

each animal. 
A big well done to all children who have 
had a go at some of the challenges from 
the home learning jigsaw. We have been 
SO impressed with how engaged so many 
children have been in continuing their 
learning at home! Finally, as the weather 
gets wetter, please can you ensure that 
your child has wellies in school. Most 
children do now, but they are a necessity 
as we'll be wearing them most days. 

 

Talk to your child about 

spotting numbers in the 

environment. Can they 

recognise the numeral? 

What is one more than?  

Please talk to your child about:  

Their Year 1 home learning 

jigsaw. 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  "Woodland habitats and 

mistakes is okay because 

mistakes help us learn. It's not 

that we can't do something, it's 

that we can't do it YET!"ut: 

"Making mistakes is okay 

because mistakes help us learn. 

It's not that we can't do 

something, it's that we can't do 

it YET!" 
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Year 2 

    

 
  

 
 
 
The children have loved writing fact files 
for their dragons this week. They have 
been trying really hard to use adjectives to 
add description to their sentences and 
extend their ideas using conjunctions. 
They have even added maps as we have 
been learning all about continents and 

oceans in Geography. In maths, the 
children have been subtracting 2 digit 
numbers as well as looking at number 
bond fact families. Please keep practising 
number bonds with your child at home so 
they become confident and fluent in 
these. Eg. 12+5=17, 5+12=17, 17-5=12 and 
17-12=5.  
We are sending home the new purple 
mash logins this week so the children can 
access lots of fun learning online. This 

week we have been looking at keyboard 
skills and practising typing. Purple mash 
has some great games for practising these 
skills so please take a look. 
Don't forget - individual photographs on 
Monday! 
Have a great weekend! 
Year 2 Team 

 
Year 3 
 
 

 
 
 
 
This week we have been learning to round 
to the nearest 10, and to estimate 
answers.  This is a HUGELY important skill 
to develop, so that children learn to 
estimate and check answers.  Please 
develop this practice of estimating when 

working on maths at home.  In English we 
have learned about inverted commas for 
speech.  Keep noticing these as you read.   
 
Thank you for ensuring that children stay 
with you in the morning.  A calm few 
minutes with their own adult and walking 
into school sensibly really helps set a good 
atmosphere for learning first thing in the 
day.  Please bring coats every day now.   

 

Year 4 

 

     
 

 

 

 

Year 4 have all been brushing up on their 

recycling skills this week as it's Recycling Week; 

thinking about reducing our waste and what is 

and isn't recyclable in our local area. In Guided 

Reading, we are continuing with The Story of 

Please talk to your child 
about; Different strategies for 
managing our emotions 

 
 
 

 

 

Please talk to your child about 

different 2d and 3d shapes 

you might spot when you're 

out and about 

Please talk to your child 
about recycling 

 

 

 

  

Talk to your child about:  

rounding numbers to the 

nearest 10. 
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Flight until half term - if anyone could get hold 

of a copy to support their child in school, that 

would very helpful (Author: Jakob Whitfield). 

Also, throughout Year 4 the children will be 

practising their times tables (up to 12x12) 

ready for their statutory assessment in June 

2021. To support your child, please practise 

daily at home using either: Hit the Button or 

TimesTables.co.uk. The children are required 

to know them out of order and each question 

within 5 seconds. Many thanks and have a 

lovely weekend!  

Year 5 

        

Hazel                          Lime 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

We are really getting stuck into our Ancient 

Greece topic and this week created wax 

resist Greek Vase artwork and learnt 

about Greek warfare. In maths we have 

been using protractors to measure and 

draw angles - it would be great if you are 

able to practise this at home to consolidate 

the skills. Next week we will be looking at 

rounding, factors and multiples. We wrote 

diary entries about the character Stanley's 

trip to a fairground in 'The Boy Who Swam 

With Piranhas' and worked on developing 

the use of complex and compound 

sentences, as well as using fronted 

adverbials for interesting sentence starters. 

The children have had the chance to log in 

to their new teams account this week so 

that they can access the learning from 

home - please check out for emails with 

details of how to log on and try this out with 

your child so you know how it works should 

you need to use it. We are very proud of 

how hard the children have been working 

these past few weeks and how well they 

have settled back into routines. Have a good 

weekend! 

Year 6 

          

Sycamore                     Maple 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This week we have embarked on our 
journey into live lessons via Teams with 
children from home.  A huge well done to 

everyone for supporting us by getting 
Outlook working at home in order to 
make this possible.  We are aware that 
there are still teething issues both with 
Outlook and lessons via Teams but we 
really do feel that we have made great 
progress this week! 
 
The children have been finding out about 
St. Petersburg and have written some 

detailed non chronological reports in 
English.  Maths has mainly been focusing 
on fraction this week, which has 
highlighted how essential it is to know all 

Please talk to your child about 

next week’s spellings;   

attached, available, 

average 

 

 

                          

 

 

  . 

 

 

Please talk to your child about the 

way authors select words for their 

specific impact on the reader.   
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our times tables quickly and 
accurately.  Please could you encourage 
your child to keep up with weekly 
learning of tables - 5 minutes here and 
there will make such a huge difference. 
 

Online Learning 
 
Over the next few weeks we are 
introducing pupils to Microsoft Teams as 
a tool to facilitate online learning in the 
event that a pupil is unable to attend 
school due to CV-19 reasons or we go 
into another lockdown situation. In order 
to do this we are teaching pupils how to 
use the programme in their computing 
lessons as part of the curriculum.  
Year 6 are now up and running, Year 5 
are on their way and Year 4 will be able 
to access on-line learning soon. Well 
done everyone! 
 
Hot meal days for this term 
Monday Year R 
Tuesday Year 1 
Wednesday Year 2 
Thursday Years 3 & 4 
Friday Years 5 & 6 
Please do order your lunches through 
Innovate as usual. Packed lunch 4 days 
per week and hot meal as above for your 
child’s year group. 
 

 

Wishing you a relaxing weekend 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Woodall 

Head of Primary Phase 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Places now available at  Rotherly, The 

Westgate's Day Nursery is our all year 

round (51 weeks per year, 8 am - 6 pm), 

day care setting, registered to care for 55 

children between the ages of 3 months 

and 5 years.   Please contact details: 

01962 854757 Option 3 or 

nursery@westgate.hants.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PSA spotlight 
 

In recent years the PSA has 
funded everything from kilns, 

iPads, fruit, teepees and football 
goals to a brand new Science lab. 
This year we’re going virtual with 
our fundraising – find out more 

at https://www.facebook.com/t

hewestgateschoolpsa/ or www
.westgateschoolpsa.org.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.westgate.hants.sch.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/thewestgateschoolpsa/
https://www.facebook.com/thewestgateschoolpsa/
http://www.westgateschoolpsa.org.uk/
http://www.westgateschoolpsa.org.uk/

