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6th November 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Welcome back, I do hope you managed to 

enjoy a lovely break, despite the rain.  

As we are now in a lockdown again please 

may we remind you to socially distance at all 

times and leave the school site as soon as 

possible. We do ask that you wear a face mask 

if you enter the school building as per 

guidance and whilst coming to school if 

possible.  This to help mitigate the risk of 

spreading coronavirus and to keep us all safe.  

Please note that all clubs are cancelled at the 

moment, in line with government guidance.  

Parent Consultations Tuesday 1st December 

& Thursday 3rd December details to follow  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

        

 

 

 

New Year R    2021-22 
Live open event Thursday 19th November, 

9.45am. Please see further details on our 

school website. 

Citizens of the Week 
Bella S for trying hard with all her 

learning and being a good role model 

on her table 

Charlie R for being a kind and caring 

member of Rowan Claass 

Sofia - for being kind to others and 

always being a fantastic role model 

Eleni for her superb listening skills 

during learning time 

Alex - for being a great role model 

when solving problems 

Edoardo, for beginning to pay really 

good attention during learning time 

Harry M for being an excellent role 

model in the classroom and on the 

playground  

 

Jacob for always offering to help 

around the classroom and being a good 

friend to everyone 

 

Ethan - for being a responsible member 

of Hazel class 

 

Dylan- For superb contribution to 

learning at home 

Archie P for being a calm and polite 

member of the class and a good 

influence on others 

Thomas S for independently choosing 

to support other children with their 

learning 
 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

Learner of the Week 
Rowan ~  Mert 

Beech ~  Benji 

Willow ~ Archie B 

Birch ~  Noah 

Elm ~ Penny 

Pine ~ Kiyaan and Orla 

Chestnut ~ Faith 

Larch ~ Hattie 

Lime ~  Sebastian 

Hazel ~ Ryleigh 

Sycamore ~ Millie H 

Maple ~  Harry M 
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Year Group News 

Year R  
 

 

 

 

 

 

This week the children have been fascinated 

by the frost and ice in the mornings. Some 

children helped to design a science 

experiment that involved collecting and 

freezing toys in trays. The next day, we did it!! 

Unfortunately, our hedgehog and squirrel 

toys also got caught out in the frost over night 

and froze on the climbing logs. The children 

thought carefully about how to melt the ice 

and compared different strategies with the 

hard toys and soft toys where the ice was 

inside. Tapping helped the hard toys, the soft 

toys needed a warm bath. 

We also enjoyed firework stories, painting and 

chalking shapes. In phonics we had a go at 

writing our own firework sounds such as Pop, 

Bang! 
 

Year 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
What a SUPER week we have had in Year 
1. We have all been captured by the fun of 
'Supertato' and have loved making our 
own comic strips of him, just like other 
Superhero stories. In Maths we have 
looking at the concept of time - learning 
the days of the week, ordinal numbers 
(1st, 2nd, 3rd) and telling the time to 

o'clock. Any practise of these at home 
would be fantastic, thank you. 
 
Year 1 have loved becoming a bubble 
altogether, and being able to mix with 
friends from both Beech and Rowan Class. 
We have been able to open up the shared 
area and outside area which has provided 
endless amounts of excitement during 
Exploring and Learning time. 

 
Thank you for being so patient with our 
TEAMS set up, ready for online learning. 
We are still having some technical issues 
so please do bear with us and feel free to 

Talk to your child about:  the 

changing weather; frost, ice 

and fog. 

Please talk to your child about:  

Telling the time to o'clock and 

Days of the Week 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  "Woodland habitats and 

mistakes is okay because 

mistakes help us learn. It's not 

that we can't do something, it's 

that we can't do it YET!"ut: 

"Making mistakes is okay 

because mistakes help us learn. 

It's not that we can't do 

something, it's that we can't do 

it YET!" 

PSA spotlight 
 

Just one-week to go until 
we launch our festive 

activities! The PSA Elves are 
finalising plans for a series 
of lock-down festivities to 

get us in the Christmas 
spirit and raise crucial funds 
for our school. Stay tuned… 
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email if you have any questions or 
problems at home. 
 
Please do continue to read with your child 
at home using their reading books, Bug 
Club and the Phase 2 & 3 Common 
Exception Words. It is really helpful if you 
let us know your child has read at home 
by writing in their yellow reading diaries. 
Thank you. 

 
The Year 1 Team. 

Year 2 

    

 
 

 

 

 

Welcome back! We have had a great first 

week back and have delved into our new text: 

'Ocean Meets Sky' by The Fan Brothers. The 

children have been getting in role of the 

characters and writing character descriptions. 

In maths, we have been recapping number 

bonds within 20 and representing these in 

different ways using a bar model and part part 

model. We have also been learning about 

natural and man-made materials in Science - 

the children have been fantastic investigators! 

Next week we will be writing fact files about 

ocean animals and looking at addition in 

maths.  

 

We are in the process of sorting out TEAMS 

logins for your children so that you can access 

learning if isolating at home. This is not our 

normal teaching practice in Year 2 and we are 

therefore adapting this to meet the needs of 

the children. Please be patient with us as this 

is an ongoing challenge. You should have been 

emailed your child's login and password. If 

you haven't done so already, please can you 

send your class teacher an email from your 

child's email address so we know it is up and 

running. 

• Next week, we will be looking at ocean 

animals and poetry next week. Please bring in 

any books you may have at home that the 

children would like to share. Please can they 

be named! 

 

EXPLORER DAY! 

• As we are unable to have school trips at the 

moment, we are hoping to have explorer days 

throughout the year as part of our History 

curriculum. This term we are looking at 

explorers of flight travel and have planned to 

do the first day on Friday 20th November. As 

part of this, we would love the children to 

dress up as an explorer of the skies - either 

based on a famous person (Amelia Earhart, 

The Wright Brothers) a fictional character 

(Grandpa from the film UP) or a job linked to 

flight (pilot etc.) We are really looking forward 

to immersing the children in this day with lots 

of fun activities and learning.  

* If you are linked to flight in your job or know 

of anyone who would like to talk to the 

children via TEAMS, we would love to invite 

you to talk to them about it. Please email us if 

you would like to be involved 

Have a great weekend! 

Year 2 Team 

 
Year 3 
 
 
 

Please talk to your child about 
something kind you can do for 
somebody else  

 

 

Please talk to your child about 

different 2d and 3d shapes 

you might spot when you're 

out and about 

Talk to your child about:  

fractions 

 

http://www.westgate.hants.sch.uk/


 

 www.westgate.hants.sch.uk           Phone: 01962 854757 

No.125 Autumn Term 2   

Learning Together - Achieving Excellence 

6th November 2020 

We have been learning more about fractions 
this week, and finding fractions of quantities, 
eg. one fifth of 35.  Please notice fractions in 
real life, and play with small objects, learning 
to find fractions of different quantities.  In 
other learning, we have been finding out 
about Stonehenge in History, following events 
in the US elections, and learning numbers in 
Spanish.  Please keep reading several times a 
week with your children, encouraging their 
accuracy, fluency and comprehension skills.   

 

Year 4 

 

     
 

 

 

 

Welcome back to everyone after the half 

term break. We hope you all had an 

enjoyable time together, despite the rain! 

Year 4 have begun reading The Firework 

Maker's Daughter in Guided Reading, which 

will also be our text for Writing this half 

term. We have got off to a creative start by 

writing firework poems using onomatopoeia, 

alliteration, similes and metaphors. Next 

week we will be writing in role as Lila, the 

main character. In Maths we have been 

learning about equivalent fractions and how 

to add and subtract fractions with the same 

denominator. A reminder that Year 4's hot 

lunches are on Mondays (classroom) and 

Wednesdays (hall). On Monday, please 

choose a jacket potato or packed lunch 

option, and on Wednesday either the main, 

vegetarian or jacket potato option. Children 

can choose what they would like on their 

jacket potato in school. 

Year 5 

        

Hazel                          Lime 

 

 

 

 

 

We hope that you all had a restful half term. 

The children have come back refreshed and 

ready to learn. We have enjoyed finishing off 

Cogheart and discussing what we thought 

would happen next as we came towards the 

end of the story! (the next book in the series 

is 'Moonlocket' if children fancy some extra 

reading!)We have been busy writing 

expanded noun phrases to go onto labels for 

The Lost Thing and are creatively writing and 

illustrating what we think happens at the end 

of the film. We are looking forward to starting 

our new writing text: Percy Jackson and the 

Lightening Thief next week! To support our 

writing we are exploring Ancient Greece in 

Guided reading using the texts; Mythologica 

and Greek Myths. In Maths we will be 

challenging ourselves with column addition 

and subtraction, and then some reasoning 

challenges! During science lessons we have 

enjoyed an 'escape the lab' challenge and we 

have been keeping fit with gymnastics and 

football. Have a great weekend, the Year 5 

team. 

Please talk to your child 
about The Firework Maker’s 

Daughter book 

 

 

 

  

Please talk to your child about  

Ancient Greece  

 

 

 

 

 

                          

 

 

  . 
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Year 6 

          

Sycamore                     Maple 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As the weather has now changed, the 

temperature both on the playground and in 

our classrooms has dropped.  Please ensure 

that your child has a school jumper (not just 

polo shirt) and suitable warm coat so they can 

keep warm.   

This week we have started our new books 

'Beetle Boy' and 'Darwin's Voyage of 

Discovery'.  Thank you to all parents who have 

purchased copies of these books - it really 

does make a huge difference to the children's 

learning in class.  In maths this week we have 

been investigating interior angles of 2D 

shapes and the children have worked really 

hard to master this concept and understand 

how to calculate missing angles.  We are 

really impressed with the children's home 

learning from half term - especially their Wolf 

Wilder book reviews, which we are going to 

put on display in school. 
 

 

Lorraine Lee Workshop 

19.01.21 
 

HELPING CHILDREN WITH HOME 

LEARNING 

With such busy lives, it is easy for home 

learning to become a pressure for both 

parents and children. It can result in 

arguments, falling out and lack of 

learning. Parents end up being too 

involved, and children become reliant 

on their parent's input. In this session, 

parents will get some tips on how to 

make the whole thing run more 

smoothly and to ensure their children 

remain responsible for it. 

Here is the Eventbrite link: 

https://westgatehomelearning.eventbrite

.co.uk 

 

Lunches  

From 2nd November lunches will be as 

follows; 

Hot lunches in the hall 

Monday           YR                 Y2 

Tuesday           Y1                 Y6 

Please talk to your child about what 

they have learnt so far about beetles 
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Wednesday     Y4                 Y2  

Thursday         YR                  Y3 

Friday               Y1                  Y5 

Hot Lunch jacket potato option in 

classrooms (we will trial how this goes 

for a month and then review) 

Mondays -   Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 This is the 

jacket potato option 

Please order lunches using the on-line 

innovate website 

 

A big thank you to you all for all the 

wonderful shoeboxes that have been 

collected. They really will spread 

happiness and love at Christmas. 

 

There are nearly 50 in total! 

Well done and thank you! 

 

 Wishing you a relaxing weekend.  
 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Woodall 

Head of Primary Phase 
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