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Welcome  

 

We are starting to see the signs of spring and little changes in climate making us feel quite excited to see our nursery 

activities unfold. The nursery children have already explored new foods for Chinese New Year, adventures in the 

snow, weekly visits to the library in Lower School, a visit from a Butterfly daddy and a trombone, a bird watching 

week, a visit to the Field Forest with Year R children, some Scottish dancing to celebrate Burn’s Night, walks to the 

pond and local parks, lots of cooking, a nursery rhyme week, and that’s without things like hospitals, dinosaurs, 

Music with Carol in the Rainbow room, first steps, birthdays, dressing up, builders, farms, shapes, numbers and 

letters, first aid courses for some of the nursery grown-ups, sensory play with gloop, shaving foam and even 

chocolate delight with fruit!  

 

 Dates for your Diary      

Thursday 7th March – World Book Day 2019 

Dressing up will be the aim of the day to help us celebrate our favourite stories, authors and illustrators. We will 

behanding out World Book Day tokens for each child to use for a lovely book to share with you. We will be staring 

the day with our own ‘Big Booky Breakfast’. We will also be sharing our stories with some Year 7 & 9 pupils from our 

Westgate community, visit the library and ‘drop everything and read’ (DEAR!) during the week. 

We can’t wait to share your favourite stories and see your costumes. 

 

Tuesday 19th March – ‘Partners in Learning’ session  

9.00am – 10.00am 

We are introducing ‘Partners in Learning’ sessions each term to share ways to understand and develop children’s 

learning. We will be covering different themes each term which will link to events, such as school readiness and key 

topics for children in their early years. 

Our first session will explore the value of ‘Rhyming’ in a child’s early years, so why not join Liz Woodall, Head of the 

Primary Phase and the nursery team. We shall have some tips and information to share and some activities to 

explore to support children’s learning and development. 

 

Monday 1st April – Mother’s Day Breakfast 

8.15am – 10.15am 

Calling all mummies to join us for a breakfast treat to celebrate being so special!                                                         

Come and join us at any time from 8.15 through to 10.15am for some fun and something yummy. 
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Friday 26th April pm – Easter celebration. 

Get those Easter hunt eyes at the ready! Details to follow very soon. 

 

Our nursery team  

As you have probably noticed, Marta and Cheyenne have been growing little baby bumps! Both Marta and Cheyenne 

will be leaving us to enjoy their maternity leave. We send them our best wishes for the safe arrivals of their little 

ones and the exciting times ahead.                                                                          

Of course, this means that you will be introduced to new members of our nursery team. Charlotte Jordan has joined 

our Rainbow room, on a full time basis. Charlotte may be familiar to some of our families as she joins us after 5 years 

within Westgate’s Primary Wraparound and lunchtime provision. Olivia West will also be joining the Butterfly room 

shortly. Olivia will be looking after Marta’s key children during her absence. The Butterfly team will introduce Olivia 

to you soon. 

We also welcomed Charlotte Bates to the team in January. Charlotte is currently working towards her degree and 

works full time covering throughout the nursery and Lower school. Charlotte is introducing herself to our families 

when the opportunity arises. 

The nursery continues to enjoy the building of our Primary Phase Links, through our weekly visits from Miss Collins 

and visits to the Lower School, including our time with Mrs Woodall. These links continue to grow with our inclusion 

the Westgate children’s calendar and plans to join the deep learning day for some creative activities. 

 

 

 

 

Nursery survey 

Thank you to our parents and carers who completed our recent survey. The nursery team and the Westgate early 

years leadership have used the 29 completed survey responses and your comments to evaluate our provision. The 

feedback is important to the nursery’s development plan and to the nursery team who are thankful for such positive 

thoughts in return for our continued hard work. If you feel that you have any suggestions for additions or changes 

within our provision please pop a note in our green ‘Suggestion Box’ in the nursery reception area. We have included 

a few topics for further feedback and understanding. 

Tapestry 

In response to our survey we have been reviewing Tapestry. Each child has a journal account on Tapestry. This is a 

joint tool for parents and their child’s key person/ nursery colleague for recording and assessing children’s interests, 

learning and development. Each child receives at least one observation per week, with more observations or photos 

when the opportunity arises. We are reflecting on our individual techniques and delivery of Tapestry capturing 

learning through play, developing more timely Tapestry notifications, ‘In the moment’ planning and daily activities. 

We are also exploring how to add ‘A photo a day’ to our key person role. 
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Communication 

The nursery uses many forms of communication. At the beginning of the year we plan events that will take place. 

There is usually a special event each month and we try to use different days of the week to host these events. Our 

‘Dates for your diary’ is shared with our families as a list for reference, early in the year. All new families that join us 

are also given this list during their induction. We understand that lives are full of many tasks that require juggling 

along the way, so we endeavour to send a reminder the week prior to our events as well as including them in our 

termly newsletters and via our website. 

Our communication methods also include handovers and ‘daily’ charts. The nursery team endeavour to share 

relevant information for each child regarding the day’s events. Some parents and carers seek more information than 

others so please do ask for more details during your handover, if you wish. Parents and carers are able to see the 

specifics of meals and routines via our individual ‘Daily sheet’ for Rainbow children, and on the charts displayed in 

the shared area windows for the Caterpillar and Butterfly rooms. Following the suggestion of forms of electronic 

communication, we evaluated our Tapestry journal tool and the nursery database, and agreed that, at present, 

nursery colleague’s time playing with the children is more valuable for their learning than increasing technology 

time.  

We also communicate, on a regular basis, via ‘School Comms’. Please let us know if you have changed your email 

address to ensure you are staying up to date with nursery information. A file of nursery communication is kept in the 

nursery reception area, and is also available on our website following the nursery menu to ‘Newsletter + School 

Comms’. 

We will continue to look at ways to develop personal and e-communication methods.  

Meal provision 

Feedback from our survey responses covered various points surrounding meal provision. The nursery often reflect 

and evaluate the needs and requests of our families and the provision available within the local area. We have 

altered our meal provision over time to support the broad parental requirements within the nursery structure. Meals 

are now provided through a specialised nursery catering company, Hungry Monsters. The company design their 

lunch and snack provision following recommendations from the Caroline Walker Trust and ChiIdren’s Food Trust, to 

provide a varied, nutritious choice on a three weekly cyclic menu. Take a look at Hungry Monsters via a link in our 

online ‘Parent Handbook’. We are always open to suggestions for variations within our snack or alternative meal 

provisions. Why not pop some more ideas in our ‘Suggestion Box’ in the reception area. 

 

Small requests 

We are in need of blankets to keep the children warm during fire evacuations. Any donations would be gratefully 

received.   

As we have had different weather experiences recently it would also be a good time to check your child’s yellow 

bags for fresh spare clothing. Please don’t forget to check that clothes are named, suitable for the varied weather 

and fit. 
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Thank you for your continued support of the nursery and our community. 

Mrs Woodall, Jayne and the Nursery Team. 

 


