
September 2021 

 

Reception Curriculum Letter ~ Autumn Term   

 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

Welcome to Year R! The children have settled well into school routines, and we are enjoying getting to 

know their interests in order to plan exciting and motivating learning for them. It is so lovely to 

welcome the children every morning and we are very proud of how they are transitioning into school. 

We have lots of exciting learning opportunities planned, inside and outside, building on the children’s 

interests.  The children will be participating in some activities led by an adult and some activities 

initiated and planned by themselves.   

Later in the term, we will be introducing a Sharing Time which operates on a 3-weekly rota.  Your child 

will bring home a letter in their bag detailing the date that they can bring something into school from 

home to share with their group.  We note and build on their hobbies and experiences shared during 

these sessions.  

 

Our curriculum is built around the EYFS Characteristics of Effective Learning and our School Values. 

These are Be kind, Be respectful, Be responsible.  

 

Playing and Exploring  Active Learning  Creating and Thinking 

Critically  

• Finding out and exploring  

• Playing with what they 

know  

• Being willing to ‘have a 

go’  

• Being engaged  

 

• Being involved and 

concentrating  

• Keeping trying  

• Enjoying achieving what 

they set out to do  

• Being motivated  

• Having their own ideas  

• Making links  

• Choosing ways to do 

things  

 

 

During the term the children will have the opportunity to: 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

▪ Share experiences, recall personal events and listen to others. 

▪ Learn to take turns and share. 

▪ Form good relationships with adults and peers. 

▪ Develop self-help skills. E.g. putting their book bag and coat away in the morning, doing up coats 

and managing lunchtimes etc. 

▪ Participate in Key Person group times ~ E.g. Sharing Time, stories and circle games. 

▪ Explain their own knowledge and understanding and ask appropriate questions of others. 

▪ Speak to others about their own needs, wants, interests and opinions. 

▪ Continue to understand and follow class rules and expectations. 

 

Communication and Language 

▪ Understand how to listen carefully and why listening is important. 

▪ Learn new vocabulary. 

▪ Ask questions to find out more. 

▪ Articulate their ideas and thoughts in well-formed sentences. 

▪ Share experiences and recall personal events. 

▪ Use talk to help work out problems and organise thinking and activities. 

▪ Engage in story times, listening to and talking about stories. 



▪ Learn rhymes, poems and songs. 

 

Physical Development 

▪ Revise and refine fundamental movement skills they have already acquired such as jumping, 

running, hopping, skipping, climbing. 

▪ Develop overall body strength, co-ordination, balance and agility. 

▪ Confidently and safely use a range of large and small apparatus indoors and outside. 

▪ Encourage and develop drawing skills. 

▪ Engage in a range of activities that encourage small body and hand movements (fine motor 

development). 

▪ Begin to form recognisable letters. 

▪ Begin to know and talk about the different factors that support overall health and wellbeing 

(exercise, healthy eating, toothbrushing) 

▪ Begin to develop the skills needed to manage the school day successfully (lining up carefully, 

personal hygiene) 

 

Literacy 

▪ Enjoy an increasing range of books with adults and peers. 

▪ Scribing and acting out our stories. 

▪ Hear and say the initial sound/phoneme in words. 

▪ Develop rhyming skills. 

▪ Practise oral blending and oral segmenting. 

▪ Practise writing our name. 

▪ Give meaning to marks as they draw, write and paint. 

▪ Begin to read individual letters by saying the sounds for them. 

▪ Begin to blend sounds into words, so that they can read short words. 

▪ Begin to form lower-case letters correctly. 

▪ Have a try at “Brave Writing” and recording ideas  

▪ Write for a variety of purposes inside and outside. E.g., making labels, maps, signs, captions 

etc.... 

 

Mathematics 

▪ Join in with number rhymes, stories and songs. 

▪ Count objects, actions and sounds accurately. 

▪ Begin to be able to subitise (recognising quantities without the need to count) 

▪ Begin to explore five and ten frames and look at different arrangements of objects within 

them. 

▪ Link numerals to collections of objects. 

▪ Count beyond ten. 

▪ Compare collections of objects, using vocabulary such as ‘more than’ and ‘less than’. 

▪ Explore ‘one more than’ and ‘one less than’ relationship between consecutive numbers to 10. 

▪ Recognise, copy and create simple repeating patterns. 

▪ Use the vocabulary involved in adding and subtracting in practical activities and discussions. 

▪ Begin to use mathematical names for 2d and 3d shapes and mathematical terms to describe 

them. 

▪ Use everyday time words. E.g., months, days, seasons, yesterday, today, tomorrow. 

 

Understanding the World 

▪ Talk about members of their immediate family and community. 

▪ Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past. 



▪ Begin to explore the natural world around them fostering their curiosity. 

▪ Begin to explore technology around them including the Interactive Whiteboard. 

▪ Enjoy joining in with family and school customs and routines.  

▪ Talk about some of the things that make them unique, considering similarities and differences in 

relation to family and friends. 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

▪ Explore a range of materials and tools and learn how to use them with care and precision. 

▪ Develop colour-mixing techniques. 

▪ Learn different techniques for joining materials. 

▪ Explore the natural world, looking carefully at colours, shapes, textures and smells. 

▪ Listen attentively, move to and talk about music. 

▪ Sing in a group or on their own, introducing new songs. 

▪ Practise identifying and following rhythm in songs and music. 

▪ Explore the different sounds of instruments and create musical patterns. 

▪ Explore and engage in music making and dance. 

▪ Develop storylines in their pretend play. 

 

Tapestry 

Please look out for an e-mail to sign up for Tapestry Online Learning Journey. Let your child’s teacher 

know if there is an alternative e-mail address you would prefer to use. Tapestry is a fantastic way for 

us to share your child’s learning with you at home. It also allows you to take observations and send 

them to us. If you would like any support in signing up or using Tapestry, please let a member of the 

team know. 

Library 

We will let you know when Ash and Oak class start to go to the library once a week to choose a new 

book that they can take home and enjoy sharing with you. 

Home Readers 

The children will soon receive a home reader in their book bag. We begin with a book without words to 

allow children to develop skills of oral storytelling, inference and comprehension using pictures. They 

choose books from a differentiated colour selection appropriate to their level of reading.  Please can 

they have their home reader books in their bags daily.   

Phonics 

We use the “Letters and Sounds” scheme. We teach phonics in daily sessions. We will begin by learning 

Phase 1 phonics where children will practise rhyming and alliteration and develop oral blending and 

segmenting skills. We then move on to Phase 2 phonics in which children will learn the sounds 

s,a,t,p,i,n,m,d,g,o,c,k,e,u,r,h,b,f,l. We will send home a weekly video on Tapestry with the sounds of the 

week and a game that you might like to play at home to practise them. 

School Clothes 

Just a reminder, please name all items of clothing and footwear clearly, even socks!  This makes it 

much easier for your children to identify their belongings!   

Mystery Readers/Visitors 

Our Mystery Reader story telling sessions are always very popular. Please let Mrs Green or Miss Dixon 

know if you would like to read a story to your child’s class at the end of the day. 

It is also lovely for us to use the skills and expertise of our families to support the children in their 

learning.  So, if you play a musical instrument or have a particular skill/interest/occupation that you 

would like to share with the children, please do speak to your child’s teacher. 

 

Thank you for your continued support.  If you have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to 

contact a member of our team.  



 

Yours Sincerely 

The Reception Year Team 


