
Option German
Why you should choose German 
as an option in Year 9!



Top reasons to learn German (I)
1. Making a career

Many German companies have international locations. A good knowledge of German will boost 
your chances of a career with a German company in your country.

2. Studying

Engineering, medicine or philosophy – Germany is a popular country for studying. A German 
university degree is highly valued by employers worldwide.

3. Research

Want to become a quantum physicist or a marine biologist? German is the second most important 
language in science. Knowing the basics of the German language is an advantage in many research 
fields.

4. Working in Germany

Good working conditions and Germany's economic strength attract skilled people from all over the 
world. Germany is the world's second most popular country after the USA for people seeking work.



Top reasons to learn German (II)

5. Communicating

100 million people in Austria, Switzerland and Germany speak German. This makes German 
the most widely spoken mother tongue in Europe and one of the ten most widely spoken languages 
in the world.

6. Identifying similarities

German isn't as hard as you might think. Many German words are closely related to English words 
or have migrated into other languages: Kindergarten = kindergarden, Finger = finger, Haus = house, 
Rucksack = rucksack, blau = blue, windig = windy

7. Learning other languages

If you know one, you know all of them. With German as a basis, you’ll find it easier to learn other 
Germanic languages. Dutch and even Afrikaans can be derived from German. 



Having fun learning German 

▪ A clear initial teaching of phonics means you can quickly ‘sound German’ when 
you talk!

▪ Languages are for speaking!  An emphasis on speaking and the over-learning of 
key sentence starters means you are able to quickly build up your confidence and 
communication skills in the language.  

▪ Increasing your vocabulary and practising key language whilst having fun with the 
language mean you make fast progress: Back2Back dictation,  games like Last One 
Standing or Brag or Bluff,  YouTube clips, ‘rainbow reading’, ‘rainbow writing’ and 
plenty of modelling … we have lots of ways of leaning and practising the language 
and making it stick!



Becoming a linguist…

▪ In year 9 you will learn to talk confidently about yourself, your family and friends, your hobbies,  
likes and dislikes and our school

▪ We bring vocabulary learning into the classroom – you will try out different ways of learning 
words so that you can find an effective method that suits you … this way you will learn more 
words more quickly!

▪ You will enjoy the variety of 4 skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing – you will learn how 
to master these skills effectively and successfully.

▪ There will be lots of collaborative work, small group and pair work, as well as language 
investigations and teaching your peers what you have researched!

▪ We do not follow a textbook; instead we use a variety of modern, engaging and fully relevant 
material from different sources, which allow you to develop into a confident and proficient 
Germanist!



“The limits of my language are the limits 
of my world.”

- Ludwig Wittgenstein -


