
Year 4 Curriculum Newsletter 

This term in English we are reading ‘Journey’, ‘Quest’ and ‘Return’ by Aaron Becker to support our 

writing. Our final writing outcome is to write an adventure narrative based on the events in the 

book. We will also write a couple of shorter pieces which will be setting descriptions of both a 

natural and industrial setting. Therefore, we will be generating adjectives, expanded noun phrases 

and using figurative language. For guided reading, the text we are reading is ‘The Humans’ by 

Jonny Marx, which is about a variety of ancient civilisations. After half term, we will be reading 

‘The Firework Maker’s Daughter’ by Phillip Pullman to support both our reading and writing. Our 

final writing outcome will be to write a monologue and setting description based on the events in 

the narrative. We will also write poems about fireworks and pirates.  

 

In Maths, we are focusing on Number and Place value, learning about the place value of 4-digit 

numbers. We will be adding and subtracting 4-digit numbers, learning about fractions and 

multiplication and division. This year, it is important that Year 4 are secure with their times 

tables up to 12 x 12, as we have a times tables assessment in the summer term.  

 

In Science, we have been learning about Animals including humans: Digestion, teeth and food 
chains. After half term, we will be learning about Sound.  

Our History topic this term is Romans in Britain, we will be learning more about the Romans and 

their invasion of Britain. We have begun by looking at a painting based on the Roman invasion 

of Britain and the painting portrayed the Celts surrendering to the Romans. We discussed what 

we know already and what we would like to find out. Our Art is linked to the Romans history 

topic as we will be designing and making Roman shields and mosaics. 

 

In Geography, we will be learning about Mountains, focusing on Italy and comparing this with 

the geography of Winchester.   

 

In Computing, we have created online safety posters and discussed the acceptable content an 

8–9-year-old should be accessing. We have also discussed what to do if you feel like what you 

have seen makes you anxious or worried. The children are aware that they should stop and tell a 

trusted adult.  

After half term, in D&T, we will be learning how to sew a pencil case.  

Mr Mills is teaching music to Year 4 in the upper school and have been focusing on Italian 

composers and Roman songs. Please remember to bring in your own headphones every week. 

Miss Stewart has been co-teaching Spanish with the Year 4 teachers and we have been 

impressed with their knowledge and participation. Mrs Pawsey and Mr Wiley are teaching 

Gymnastics in P.E. 



We have sent a copy of the Home Learning, please encourage your children to continue their 

learning at home as and when they would like to.     

The children participate daily in a range of reading activities, these include reading 

comprehension, shared reading and reading during topic lessons. Please ensure your child has 

their reading books in school every day. 

We have introduced spelling journals this term, which can be used both in spelling lessons and 

alongside other writing, where the children can practise new spelling rules or tricky words. We 

have been focusing on different strategies for spelling in conjunction with handwriting.  

Reminders: 

PE:     Larch/Chestnut: Monday and Tuesday  

Sometimes there may be a change to this so it is important that PE kits are kept in school all 

week. All hair shoulder length and longer needs to be tied back. 

Library: Larch: Thursday Chestnut: Friday  

Please ensure that your child has their books in school ready to change on this day. Both classes 

visit the library and are encouraged to choose up to two books: one fiction and one non-fiction. 

As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Thank you for all your support. 

The Year 4 Team 

 

 


