
Language and Literature GCSE



English and English Literature: Overview

The English journey continues with Latin as an additional option for 
some pupils. The Year 9 curriculum is designed to enrich and broaden 
pupils’ exploration of literature and develop the crafting of their own 

use of language. We look at Shakespeare from the Spring Term of Year 
9 and develop the skills needed for GCSE. In Year 10 the GCSE syllabus 

begins with all pupils taking English Literature alongside English 
Language, leading to two separate GCSE grades. The English 

Department works closely with the Languages team to support the 
learning of grammar and develop ways of learning vocabulary. English 
lessons also support the skills of literacy used in other subjects, so that 

pupils can communicate effectively in spoken and written English. 



Course Content in Year 9:
A rich and varied year that readies all pupils for the challenges of the 
GCSE courses. We focus on very well loved texts that inspire pupils to 
continue to develop an appreciation of good literature; in addition, 
year 9s are supported to hone their creative writing skills with a focus 
on creating a strong personal voice. 



Spoken Language Assessment

Towards the end of year 9, pupils complete the AQA Non Examined 
Spoken Language Assessment. Pupils complete a verbal presentation 
on a topic of their choice to peers in their class. It is always a highlight 
of our year as the pupils rise to the challenge and come up with 
engaging, interesting and varied talks. 



Latin 

Some pupils have the exciting opportunity to study  Latin in year 9. This 
allows pupils to develop a rich understanding of the history of the English 
Language. 

Topics include:
• Learning about the life of a family in Pompeii at the time of the volcano 

eruption in 79AD.

• Learning new Latin words and English derivations

• Developing translation skills from Latin to English

• Exploring different aspects of Roman Civilisation and analysing and 
evaluating new finds from the archaeological site in Pompeii.

The course is very interactive with online games activities and books to 
help pupils learn. 

Pupils can go on 
to take Latin at 

GCSE



Course Content in year 10 and 11:

• Conflict Poetry from the AQA 
Anthology

• A 19th Century Text  (Jekyll and 
Hyde, A Christmas Carol or 
Frankenstein)

• A modern text (An Inspector Calls or 
Lord of the Flies)

• Shakespeare (Macbeth)

• Language exam preparation 



AQA GCSE English Literature 

Paper 1 40% Paper 2 60%

Section A
Shakespeare 

Section B
19th C Prose  

Section A
Modern Text

Section B
Anthology 

Poetry

Section C
Unseen Poetry

Total exam time: 1h 45mins Total exam time: 2h 15mins



AQA GCSE English Language 

Paper 1 50% Paper 2 50%

Explorations in 
creative reading 

and writing 
Writer’s 

Viewpoints and 
perspectives 

Total exam time: 1h 45mins Total exam time: 1h 45mins


