
Dear Parents and Carers, 
  
Autumn Term Curriculum Letter Year 5  
 
Welcome back!  The new school year has got off to a great start this week with the children showing 
tremendous enthusiasm for their learning and being incredibly patient and sensible with the new routines. 
It has been lovely to see them all back together and enjoying spending time with their friends.  
 
We have already got stuck into our new English texts, ‘Cogheart’ and ‘Race to the Frozen North’. It is not 
essential that your child has their own copy of the texts for each term; but if you are able to get hold of 
copies, this is incredibly supportive. We will be moving onto ‘The Lost Thing’ book and short film just 
before Half Term. After Half Term, our new Writing text will be ‘Percy Jackson and the Lightening Thief’- 
which will lead us up to Christmas- as well as our Guided Reading texts ‘Mythologica’ and ‘Greek Myths’. 
There are multiple outcomes for each text and we can’t wait to share our imaginative setting descriptions, 
diary entries, narrative writing and information texts! 
 
Our History topic this term is the Ancient Greeks, which we will also be exploring through Art by creating 
Greek Vases using mixed media. This topic will enable children to learn what impact the Greeks had on 
civilisation and its relevance today. In Geography after Half Term, we will be learning about fairtrade and 
the production of chocolate in developing countries. Our music continues to be taught by upper school 
specialist teachers and the children will be keen to develop their keyboard skills this term. In Computing, 
the children will be learning about safety online and using the programme Scratch to learn about coding 
and creating their own Christmas Jingle video. We feel very excited to be developing our science learning 
by experiencing science lessons in the upper school, supported by secondary specialists. Our first topic 
covers properties of materials.  
  
Physical Education 
Throughout the autumn term, the children will be participating in sessions to develop their skills in 
gymnastics and invasion games. Both classes have PE on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. We are very excited 
to be having swimming lessons at the new leisure centre for most of our Tuesday PE lessons this 
term.  Please could you ensure your child has their correct PE kit in school throughout the week, as we do 
occasionally participate in other PE activities too. PE kit should include: t-shirt, shorts, tracksuit trousers, 
jumper, spare socks and trainers.    
  
Reading & Library 
We place reading in high importance at the Westgate School. The children participate in a range of daily 
reading activities including guided reading, shared reading in English, story time and through topic 
work.  Please ensure that your child brings their book bag to school each day, as we often have a quiet 
reading time.  The children will continue to visit the school library every week. It is helpful if they have their 
reading book with them in their book bag every day, so that they can read it at school as well as at 
home.  We will be regularly using the yellow reading records. Please could children record what they 
have been reading at home, once they have finished a book.  It is vital though that these are in school 
every day, for teachers and teaching assistants to record guided reading sessions.  
 
Spelling 
Spelling will continue to be a daily feature of the children’s learning.  Each morning, the children will begin 
the day by spending time learning spellings and writing spelling sentences.  This is an efficient way not only 
to practise different spelling patterns but also to improve handwriting technique.  In addition, there will be 
a weekly focus on specific aspects of the spelling, punctuation and grammar curriculum and opportunities 
for the children to apply their learning to writing tasks in English lessons.  We will continue to put the three 
weekly spellings into the newsletter on Friday so you are aware of which words we are focusing on.   
 



Home Learning 
You will receive a copy of the Year 5 Home Learning Jigsaw. It would be great to see the children 
challenging themselves to have a go at some of these tasks during the term.  Please encourage them to 
bring in their finished items to share in class!  Please also encourage your child to regularly practice their 
times tables and associated division facts, as fluency in these is essential to so many aspects of maths. We 
will be putting a copy of the Year 5 spelling word list in yellow reading records so that these can also be 
practised at home. 
 
 
As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Thank you so much for your continued support, we are really looking forward to a fantastic year with your 
children, 
  
The Year 5 Team 
 

Miss Stewart (Hazel Class)   

Mrs Gorman (Lime Class)  

 


