
Year 2 Curriculum Update – Autumn 2021 

Dear Year 2 Parents, 

Welcome back to the start of a new Autumn Term at the Westgate School. We 

are delighted at how well our children have settled into Year 2 and are 

enjoying seeing their friends and being back in the classroom. There has been a 

calm and supportive atmosphere which has enabled the children to make a 

positive start to their learning.  

Colleagues in Year 2 

Birch Class: 

Mrs Tanya Papps (Mon, Tues and Weds) Mrs Anne Villien (Thurs and Fri)  

Mrs Claire Rangecroft (LSA – Mon and Tues) Mrs Katy Yarham 

Willow Class: 

Miss Spake      Mrs Allen (LSA) 

 

Topic  

Our topic this term is ‘Flight’. We have begun by looking at dragons and will 

move on to look at birds too. After half term we will be looking more generally 

at things that fly and link this to our science learning about materials. We teach 

English through our topic, which allows us to develop and deepen our 

understanding of the topics we cover. We will introduce the Home Learning 

puzzle in the next few weeks, please encourage your children to continue their 

learning at home as and when they would like to.  

Over the half term holiday, we would like the children to research an inventor 

and their flight inventions. We will be looking at key individuals and their 

achievements in history. We will enjoy sharing these in our classes for those 

who would like to, it is not compulsory! Feel free to present the information in 

any way your child chooses (poster, PowerPoint, drawings, models…).  

 



Maths 

We would appreciate any time you could spend with your child to support 

their maths learning. This could include number bonds recall, reading the time, 

counting in multiples, measuring weight and capacity, playing games as well as 

consolidating the more formal written maths we teach. It is great for them to 

understand that maths is all around us and to begin to make links between 

mathematical concepts. Please check the newsletter each week for what is 

coming up the following week. As always, please ask if you have questions.  

 

Reading 

Reading is at the heart of our curriculum at The Westgate School. We place 

reading in high importance at the Westgate School. The children participate 

daily in a range of reading activities, these include reading comprehension, 

shared reading and reading during foundation lessons. Children are heard 

reading by a teacher at least once a week during Guided Reading sessions. It is 

during this time that we change the children’s home readers. Please be 

reassured that even if your child's reading journal has not been written in we 

continue to hear the children read regularly. We really appreciate all that you 

do at home to support your children, especially in their reading and 

comprehension skills. Reading to the children is just as important as them 

reading so grab the opportunity whenever you can.  

 

Library  

Willow – Wednesday 

Birch - Friday 

Please ensure that your child has their book ready to change on their class day. 

 

Phonics and Spelling 

We teach daily phonics and spelling as discrete lessons in conjunction with 

handwriting. Every Friday we will learn how to spell new common exception 



words. Once we have taught these common exception words, we will share 

them on the newsletter so that the children can practise both reading and 

spelling at home. Knowing these words by sight, and being able to instantly 

recall their spelling, will help your child to progress quicker in both their 

reading and writing. Some children may receive additional phonics/spelling as 

part of their home learning too if necessary so please check bookbags for this. 

PE  

Birch and Willow have their PE lessons on a Wednesday and Friday. Please 

make sure your child has their PE kits in school (including trainers) for these 

days. All items of their kit needs to be named and in a drawstring bag. We will 

request warmer clothing as the weather changes.  

RE 

In the first half term, we will be studying the concept of ‘’Creation’, relating 

this to Hinduism. The children will reflect upon what ‘power’ means and how 

Hindu’s represent this within their religion. In December, we will be studying 

the Christian Advent Wreath, talking about the getting ready for Christmas and 

revisiting the Nativity story through art.   

 

Personal Development (PD) 

This term we are looking at relaxation strategies, mindfulness techniques as 

well as the importance of sleep, hygiene and medicines that make us feel 

better. We will also be discussing our emotions and how we can manage 

different feelings.  

 

As always, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

The Year 2 Team 


