
Religious Studies 
AQA

‘Inspiring Pupils to engage with 
life’s big questions’.
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Why study RE?



"I've probably read 95% of the words in the Bible, probably 
60% of the Torah, 70% of the Koran. And the thing that is so 
amazing to me is how everybody, in essence, believes the same 
thing. I just can't understand how we get from such similar 
beliefs to murdering one another.” Will Smith

Ever wondered why we 
don’t have a death 
penalty?

Why does Miley Cyrus 
wear a silver ring on 
her wedding finger?



Is RE for you?

If you are interested in people and how they live their lives, want to 
understand why the world is interpreted differently, enjoy a healthy debate 
and have a flair for communicating with others, then this is the subject for 
you!

Through topics and themes relevant to your life, you will develop skills in:

 Discussion

 Investigation

 Persuasion

 Analysis



What will you study?

You will begin preparing for the GCSE in Year 9 RE lessons and this is a year 
to study in depth topics and then study the GCSE course in Years 10 and 11;

1. A study of Two World Religions.
2. Philosophy and Ethical issues.

1. Does Religion bring Justice?
2. Did God break his side of the 

covenant when he allowed the 
Holocaust to happen?

3. Can Religion offer an answer to 
every day issues?



GCSE Outline

Two World Religions Philosophy and Ethical issues

Christianity Religion and Relationships

Islam Religion, Peace and Conflict

Religion and Life

Religious attitudes to crime and punishment



How will you be assessed?

 Year 9 – at the end of each unit, using GCSE criteria.

 Year 10 – end of topic practice exams, using GCSE 
criteria.

 Year 11:

◦ Two 1 hour 45 minute exams (one per unit).

◦ Each exam is worth 50% each of your total grade.



“The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do 
nothing.” Edmund Burke

“The need of the moment is not one religion, but mutual respect and 
tolerance of the devotees of the different religions.“ Mahatma Gandhi

“This is my simple religion. There is no need for temples; no need for 
complicated philosophy. Our own brain, our own heart is our temple; the 
philosophy is kindness.“ Dalai Lama

“Indifference and neglect often do much more damage than outright 
dislike.” J.K. Rowling



"We are a nation of Christians and Muslims, Jews and Hindus, and 
nonbelievers.“ President Barack Obama

“Our environment, the world in which we live and work, is a mirror of our 
attitudes and expectations.” Earl Nightingale

“Gender equality is more than a goal in itself. It is a precondition for 
meeting the challenge of reducing poverty, promoting sustainable 
development and building good governance.”

Kofi Annan

“This is my simple religion. There is no need for temples; no need for 
complicated philosophy. Our own brain, our own heart is our temple; the 
philosophy is kindness.” Dalai Lama
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“Without RE we’d be living in 
an age of ignorance”.

Joe Greenfield.

Food for Thought
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