
A Curriculum for Learning 

 

The Early Years Foundation Stage provision at 

The Westgate School ~ Year R 

Our children are nurtured within a play based 

curriculum which is broad and balanced using 

indoors and outdoors spaces with both adult led 

and child initiated learning. The play is enjoyable, 

devised to promote thinking and problem solving, 

and improve language competence and 

encourage the exploration and investigation of 

materials. Our specialist Early Years Foundation 

Stage Leader oversees provision in both our 

Lower School Reception Year and our Nursery, ensuring continuity for all children who progress 

through this route as well as from other settings.    

Our aim throughout the Westgate Early Years is to provide every child with a happy, secure and 

stimulating environment in partnership with parents and carers. We believe every child is unique 

and our Early Years’ Team have high expectations of what all our children can achieve. We support 

each individual to overcome any barriers to learning so that they can reach their potential. The Early 

Years Foundation is framed around the characteristics of effective learning 

 playing 

 exploring 

 active learning 

 creating  

 thinking critically 

These provide a framework for learning upon which our curriculum in the Primary and Secondary 

Phase are built. We believe that a firm foundation in Year R and an early mastery of the basic skills 

enables all pupils to successfully access the wider curriculum as they progress through the primary 

years and beyond.   

Initial reading and writing skills are taught in Reception 

using the Government Letters and Sounds scheme 

which provides pupils with a rigorous and thorough 

grounding.   

Early Mathematical skills are taught using concrete 

resources and though purposeful play.  Children are 

taught to apply their early skills in different everyday 

situations. 

 



 

 

Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 ~ Primary Phase 

Our Primary Phase curriculum is uniquely shaped by the breadth of expertise available in our all-

through setting and by our vision for learning in the primary years. There are several threads that 

run through the curriculum and inform the Westgate’s teaching and learning.  In particular, 

colleagues adopt a Growth Mindset where pupils understand their talents and abilities can be 

developed through effort, good teaching and learning and persistence.  Pupils are encouraged to 

have high expectations of themselves and to develop resilience in their learning. Throughout the 

school pupils are encouraged to be led by their curiosity and to be prepared to use mistakes as the 

best opportunities for learning. The thread of metacognition is also modelled and taught throughout 

the curriculum.  This supports our pupils to understand how they learn and to make connections in 

their thought processes.  

The curriculum in Key Stage 1 and 2 is planned around termly topics, providing pupils with the 

opportunity to study themes in depth, and to explore links across subject areas. We use the National 

Curriculum for our planning framework. Each topic begins with an enrichment activity at the 

beginning such as an educational visit or special event that captures the children’s  interest and 

imagination and builds towards an outcome for an example an exhibition or assembly where the 

children’s learning can be shared and celebrated.   

In addition to cross-curricular topics, regular Deep Learning Days give pupils the opportunity to 

‘come off timetable’ to explore aspects of the curriculum in depth and have opportunities to work 

with other pupils at both The Westgate School and in partner primary schools.  As part of a 4-16 

through school there are also many other opportunities that we take advantage of, such as being the 

audience for dress rehearsal of Secondary School productions and being inspired by watching 

advanced level sports matches. 

Our curriculum also includes discrete teaching 

in the Foundation Subjects, specifically 

Modern Foreign Languages, PE and Music.  

Specialist teachers from the secondary school 

plan collaboratively with primary teachers, 

leading to co-teaching as the children develop 

and subject specialist teaching by Year 5 and 6. 

As pupils progress through the primary phase 

they benefit from the use of specialist facilities 

in a range of subjects including Science and 

Computing. 

We integrate our School Values into our 

curriculum and everyday interactions. They are 

kindness, Honesty, Responsibility, Optimism, 

Gratitude, Awareness and Resilience. 



The Core Subjects 

English 

Phonics ~ Initial skills in reading and writing are taught through the Government Letters and Sounds 

scheme which provides pupils with a rigorous and thorough grounding.   Discrete phonics/Spelling  

lessons take place in every year group every morning. This teaches children to ‘blend to read’ and 

‘segment to spell’. 

Reading ~ At Westgate children become readers who read with confidence, fluency and 

understanding, gaining skills that will help them to achieve a lifetime enjoyment of reading.  Reading 

is taught in a variety of ways including guided reading sessions, whole class reading, independently 

and with a reading buddy.  Children are taught both the skills to decode words as well as 

comprehension skills to understand, draw conclusions and make connections with the texts. A love 

of books is fostered through the use of our school library and rich texts that are used across the 

curriculum. 

Writing ~ We believe that writing should be purposeful and 

enable children to communicate their ideas in a more formal 

written form.  We create opportunities to do this across all 

curriculum areas. Children will learn to write poetry, stories, 

non-fiction facts, recounts, letters, newspaper articles, 

instructions, writing in role, science investigation, write –ups 

writing to persuade and much more. They will learn about 

sentence structure, grammar, spelling and handwriting and will 

also be able to compose exciting and meaningful pieces of work 

which communicate what they wish to say. Talk for writing is 

essential as it helps children to develop their ideas in different 

ways including drama, planning out what they want to say and 

to be confident, motivated writers.  Handwriting skills are 

taught several times a week with the aim of enabling all pupils 

to write with a confident, consistent and fluent script. 

Mathematics 

We aim to develop pupils’ mastery of maths skills together with a deep understanding, a connection 

to the real world and an enjoyment of mathematics.  Problem solving is at the heart of our 

curriculum.  The problems are often linked to a real life context; one that the pupils can relate to, 

ensuring that maths is relevant and practical.  We work closely using the 

Hampshire Assessment Model, using a recurring curriculum to ensure all pupils 

can embed and deepen their knowledge.   Pupils enjoy participating in rich, 

open ended tasks which allow them to deepen their learning at their own pace.  

All teaching and learning follows a concrete, pictorial, abstract approach (CPA). 

This ensures pupils understand and can visualise the mathematical context 

before writing it using abstract numbers and symbols. Daily lessons include 

opportunities to build fluency (eg. Being able to count to 100 and back with 



ease), teaching to develop understanding in a new area of mathematics and opportunities to 

practice and apply the skills. Children are encouraged to explain their mathematical thinking and 

reason mathematically throughout the lesson. Games are often use as a fun way to build fluency and 

enjoyment of mathematics.  

Science 

Science is usually taught weekly 

throughout Key Stage 1 and 2 for 

example providing children with the 

opportunity to observe how plants 

change over the seasons.  There are 

special ‘science days’, where the 

whole day is devoted to the study of 

an aspect of science eg. Materials. 

Our learning in science encourages 

children to explore the world 

around them, ask questions, and begin to notice patterns in what they observe. We often link 

learning in science with other subject areas, eg. using drawing skills to make close observational 

drawings of plants , or using mathematical skills to create graphs.  Our curriculum is enhanced as 

other subjects by our on-site secondary expertise and facilities. 

 

The Foundation Subjects 

Music 

Music is weaved throughout our curriculum and teaching is enhanced by our secondary specialists.  

This includes collaborative planning, co-teaching and discrete teaching from secondary teachers. 

There are many opportunities to practise and apply skills for example regular singing in assembly, 

taking part in festivals and enjoying recitals by pupils in the secondary phase.  Children also have the 

chance to learn an instrument and participate in our weekly choir and orchestra.  

Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) 

Children are introduced to a modern foreign language from Year 1 through games, songs & stories 

leading to separate discrete lessons from Year 2. Specialist secondary linguists enhance the 

curriculum by co-planning, co-teaching leading to teaching separate MFL lessons in Key Stage 2. 

Children learn about the different countries including their food and similarities and differences. 

Physical Education 

 Our pupils participate in a large range of sport and exercise including dance, gymnastics, athletics, 

football and rugby. We also offer a comprehensive choice of extracurricular clubs.   Children 

participate in two PE lessons per week. One lesson is taught by the class teacher and one by one of 

our secondary colleagues.  Our pupils are fortunate to benefit from the use of our secondary 



facilities. We host a large number of annual Sports Festivals and events for the Westgate feeder 

primary schools; our cross county running events are always popular. 

Art and Design 

There are frequent creative collaborative opportunities across the primary and secondary phase. We 

teach art and design with very close links to our topic based curriculum. For example during our 

animals’ topic in Year 2 children create their own animals based on the work of the author and 

illustrator Eric Carle. Children work on individual pieces of art work and also collaborate to produce 

larger shared pieces of art work which are often displayed in our library area. To enhance our arts 

curriculum, there are regular opportunities for pupils to experience working artists and actors.  

Design and Technology 

We provide children with the opportunity to 

design create and review different products.  

Design and Technology is often taught in 

blocks units of learning.  For example 

children may design, make and review a bird 

feeder in the course of one day, working 

alongside staff from our Technology 

department. 

Computing 

Pupils’ confident and assured use of technology is developed through its application across the 

curriculum. In Key Stage 1 foundations are laid to help children with their later more advanced work 

in coding and programming.  Computer is taught weekly using laptops, IPads and other technology. 

We also use technology throughout the week during other learning, for example a child my record 

their friend reading.  Children use a number of online apps and websites to enhance their teaching. 

Again our curriculum is enhanced by our secondary resources and facilities. 

 

Geography and History 

Both these subjects are taught through our topic based curriculum. For example in Year 2 children 

learn about the features and climate of Uganda through our ‘African Adventure’.  We also take many 

opportunities as part of our wider school curriculum to talk about different places and events in 

History.  For example we use maps to find places that children have visited or that have been in the 

news (CBBC  newsround).  We are so fortunate to have the wealth of Winchester on our doorstep to 

enhance our History and Geography curriculum.  We frequently take the children on visits to learn 

more about our city and to help them form connections in their Historical and Geographic skills.  For 

example Year 4 have recently walked to our Cathedral and Year 2 to St Paul’s church.   We use local 

West Woods and the Arbour. Enquiry learning is facilitated and exemplified through outdoor 

learning, developing children’s fieldwork skills. 

 



Religious Education 

RE is compulsory in schools in England; however there is no set curriculum. 

Our RE curriculum follows the Hampshire ‘Living Difference’ syllabus.  This 

reflects mainly Christian traditions of Great Britain whilst also taking into 

account the teaching and practices of other principle religions represented 

in Great Britain. We enjoy celebrating a selection of varied festivals and 

celebrations.  The curriculum is ‘concept based’. For example when 

learning about the Easter story, children will consider the concept of 

changing emotions.  Learning in RE in enquiry based. Children move 

through a cycle of learning; enquire, contextualise, evaluate, communicate 

and apply. 

CPHSEE (Citizenship, Personal, Health, Social, Economic  Education) 

This is based on the PHSE Association Scheme of work planning toolkit.  Our Lower School values are 

weaved through our CPHSEE curriculum. The core themes are relationships, Health & Well-being, 

Our Environment, and Rights and Responsibilities.  We explore these themes through regular 

assemblies and weekly class sessions.   

 

 

 



RSE (Relationship and Sex Education) 

Our RSE curriculum is taught through our relationships theme of our CPHSEE curriculum (See above).  

Our curriculum meets the age and stage of our children.  

Progression of Specific Subjects Teaching & Learning Primary Phase 

 

 

 
MFL 

 
PE Music 

Digital 
Studies 

Science 

Reception 
All class teacher 

Year 1 

Year 2 
Class teacher 

led, 1 x 15 
minutes 

Co-taught 
1 x 60 minutes 

Class teacher led  
 

Year 3 
Co-taught 

1 x 30 minutes 

Class teach 
1 x 60 minutes 

Secondary 
colleague 

1 x 60 minutes 

Co-taught 
1 x 30 minutes 

 
 

Year 4 
Co-taught 

2 x 20 minutes 
Co-taught 

1 x 30 minutes 
 

 

Year 5 
Secondary 
colleague 

2 x 30 minutes 

Secondary 
colleague 

1 x 60 minutes 

Co-taught 
1x30 minutes 

Co-planned 

Year 6 
Secondary 
colleague 

2 x 30 minutes 

Secondary 
colleague 

1 x 60 minutes 

Co-taught 
1x30 minutes 

Co-taught 
1 x 60 

minutes 

 

 

Please see link below for Curriculum letters and information 

https://www.westgate.hants.sch.uk/curriculum-overview 

 

Please see link below for Lower School letters 

 

https://www.westgate.hants.sch.uk/newsletters 

 

 

https://www.westgate.hants.sch.uk/curriculum-overview
https://www.westgate.hants.sch.uk/newsletters

