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Happy New Year! 
We hope you all enjoyed a relaxing and fun filled Christmas holiday and are having a good start to the new 
year. All the KS1 staff would like to express their thanks for all the enormously generous gifts and messages 
at the end of last term – your kind words and support mean so much to us!  
 
The children have had a great first week back with all the children settling back into our routines quickly 
and lots of learning being enjoyed too. Year 2 have embarked on their new Spring topic on the Mary Rose 
and Henry VIII while Year 1 have kick started their term by starting their new topic on ‘Animals and their 
Babies’.   

Website and Twitter  
Mrs Priddle is currently working with Upper School colleagues to improve our website and share more information 
about what goes on in school. We are working on adding more pictures and ‘news’ to the Lower School pages and 
are also aiming to ‘tweet’ news and celebrations at least once a week. It would be great to have any feedback from 
you about this and also to direct you to look at what’s going on in our classes! – I have had only one comment so far, 
if you could take time to have a peek and let me know any thoughts! 

 

Dates for this term: 
11th January – Year 2 trip to The Historic Dockyards 
19th January – Class photos 
25th January – Deep Learning Day 
27th January – INSET day 
2nd March – World Book Day 
13th March – Lower School Skipping Workshop  

Year 1: 

Animals and their Babies 
We have started our new and exciting topic on animals. The children have loved our learning this week and have 
learnt lots of new facts about animals, specifically the 6 main animal family groups: mammals, reptiles, amphibians, 
fish, birds and mini-beasts. The children have made a huge A-Z of animals and collated their work in a beautiful class 
book as well as doing lots of work in groups on sorting and classifying animals based on their characteristics.  
 
Next week we will find out more about each of the 6 animal groups and learn by heart each groups defining features. 
We will then make individual books with a page given to each animal family. If you could talk to your children at 
home about the animal groups and think about what makes them special and different that would be a big help! 
 
Maths 
 
In maths this week we have been using number-lines to add and subtract to 20. 



 

 

This Week’s Celebrations: 

1OP Isaac Best is our ‘learner of the week’ in 1OP in celebration of his excellent learning all week! Isaac has 
especially loved our new topic on animals and has shared lots of interesting facts with his table group. 
Isaac worked especially hard on his page on iguanas for our class book and produced an excellent water 
colour painting of the reptile to accompany his writing. Keep it up Isaac! 

e.g.  
 
Next week we will be thinking about place value for numbers to 50, finding out what each digit of a number 
represents and finding one more/one less and then 10 more/10 less. 
 

Year 2: 

 
Maths 

In maths this week we have focussed on division and finding missing numbers within a division number 
sentence. We have been using arrays to help solve questions and then linked this to the inverse operation 
– multiplication. For example: 
 

   

        

   

   

 
Using an array and understanding the inverse has then enabled us to solve missing number problems such 
as, 20 ÷      = 5 or     ÷ 6 = 5. 
 
 Next week we will start our focus on pictograms and graphs.  
 
 
English 
 

We have started this term by looking at The Cowdray Engraving and using it to write a story about a child 
who was actually there to watch the Mary Rose sink! In our stories we have been focusing on using 
adverbs and connectives. Next week our English writing will be taught through our Science learning, where 
we will be looking at different materials.  
 
Your children may have told you that we are conducting an investigation about where seeds grow best. We 
all planted a broad bean in cotton wool and have put some in the fridge, some in a cupboard, leaving some 
un-watered and leaving the rest in the classroom. We will be revisiting this every few days to observe what 
is happening! 
 

We are very much looking forward to our School trip on Wednesday to start our fantastic topic and learn 
about and see The Mary Rose! 

This array shows: 
 
12 ÷ 4 = 3  4 x 3 = 12 
12 ÷ 3 = 4  3 x 4 = 12 
 



  

 1OP -  Asher Qualmann is this week’s citizen in celebration of his kind and calm nature in class. He is a 

friend to all the children in Year one and also has a kind word and smile for all of our staff too! Thank you 
for being such a model citizen Asher—well done. 
   

1S – Charlie Newby is our star learner this week as he has been working incredibly hard in maths. Charlie  is a very 

conscientious pupil and has been working hard all week to improve his understanding of how to use a number line to 

solve subtraction problems.  He was even able to act as an expert and help demonstrate and explain to a partner. 

Fantastic work! 

  
1S- Eliza Anderson is this week’s ‘Citizen of the Week’ in celebration of her  kind and calm  nature! She is  a 
careful  and reliable pupil who tries her best in every aspect of school life. Eliza  is a wonderful friend to her 
classmates and is happy to support other children and adults.  Eliza you are a model citizen! 
  
 
 

2W – This week ‘Learner of the Week’ is being awarded to Archie Parker for his amazing attitude to learning. Archie 
has worked so hard this week, in particular with his maths learning. He listens carefully, asks questions and takes 
time to think for himself... I’m sure I can sometimes hear his brain ticking away! This has enabled Archie to really 
progress with his understanding of division. I was especially impressed with the way Archie explained how he found 
the missing number in a problem today! Keep it up Archie, you are a wonderful learner! 
   
2W – ‘Citizen of the Week’ this week is being awarded to George White for his kind welcome to our new member of 
the class. George was waiting patiently at the window for her to arrive to ensure she knew everything she needed 
for the start of the day! Since then George has made it his mission to check that she has settled in and is happy.  As 
well as this, I have seen George, on several occasions, being particularly caring and supportive to other members of 
the class. What a great start to the new term! Well done George, thank you. 
  
  
2SC – Citizen: Molly has been noticed by Mr Hayward this week for her helpful attitude and kind behaviour.  You are 
a model citizen Molly and a pleasure to have in our class.  Well done.    
  
2SC – Learner: Kira managed to write an explanatory sentence in her story this week.  It is a very tricky thing to do, 
but she did it.  Well done for your excellent learning Kira.   
 
 
 

 


