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The importance of Rhyming





Rhyming supports children with learning to 
Talk & Communication

• Rhyming teaches children how language works.
• Rhymes help children experience the rhythm of language.  

As they recite nursery rhymes they learn to speak with 
animated voices. 

• It helps them notice and work with the sounds within 
words. 

• When listening to rhyming songs and poems children 
create a mental picture, expanding the imagination and 
increasing their vocabulary.

• Engaging with others helps them to build relationships



Rhyming supports children will learning to 
read

• It helps them notice and work with the sounds within 
words.

• It helps children  to break words into smaller parts and 
recognise smaller parts in words.

• When children are familiar with a nursery rhyme or 
rhyming book, they learn to anticipate the rhyming word. 

• This prepares them to make predictions when they read.
• The ability to recognise and produce rhyming words is an 

important phonological awareness skill. 



Rhyming supports children with learning to 
write

• Rhyming is important for writing, too.  
• It can help children understand that words that share 

common sounds often share common letters.  For 
example, the rhyming words cat and bat both end with –
at.

• Finger rhymes support muscle development which 
supports children with pencil control.



Rhyming supports children with learning to 
think

• Repeating the same rhymes in a close relationship 
stimulates connections between brain neurons.

• This develops the capacity to increase both physical 
development and brain development.

• Rhymes that share touch helps babies to stimulate neural 
pathways and support awareness of their senses and 
mapping their bodies.

• Froebel believed that repeating and re-telling finger 
rhymes contributed to a child’s skill in complex thinking.



Do you know one of the best predictors of 
how well a child will learn to read?

If they know their nursery rhymes ~ 
Research indicates there is a correlation 
between phonological awareness and 
reading ability.





• Share Rhyming books together
• Sing Nursery Rhymes & Finger Rhymes
• Make up rhyming words together
• Create nonsense rhymes
• Identify rhyming words in stories
• Let children finish the rhyming words in stories
• Play the odd one out with objects or pictures
• Suggest children continue rhyming strings
• Encourage children to create rhyming strings





https://www.foundationyears.org.uk/files/2015/04/4Children_ParentsGuide_2015_FINA
L_WEBv2.pdf

https://www.pacey.org.uk/news-and-views/pacey-blog/2016/july-2016/nursery-
rhymes-are-amazing/

https://theimaginationtree.com/the-importance-of-rhyme-in-early-literacy-
development/

https://foundationyears.org.uk/mathematical-resources/ten-top-number-rhymes/
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