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Learning Together - Achieving Excellence 

24th January 2020 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

 

Well done and congratulations to our 

pupils who represented Westgate at the 

Hampshire games qualifier.  They all tried 

their best with their gym routines and 

were a credit to our school. Thank you 

Mrs Pawsey and Miss Pompa. 

Lorraine Lee’s next parenting workshop is 

confirmed for Thursday 19th March in the 

Upper School hall.  Tickets are still 

available.  Lorraine is full of practical ideas 

to use at home and great fun to listen to!  

Our next Partners in Learning is on Friday 

31st January at 2pm in the Lower School.  

Following up from our parent survey Mrs 

Young and I will be leading a workshop 

discussing home learning.   We look 

forward to seeing you then! 

 

 

The children all enjoyed a great Deep 

Learning Day on Thursday. Thank you for 

Mrs Priddle and Mrs Brindle who helped 

to organise this.  Our four ‘House’ 

paintings are amazing and look very 

impressive in our Atrium.  

 

PSA Dates 

6th Feb - Familiy photo 3.20 - 4.30 

7th Feb - Quiz 7.30 - 10.30pm 

14th Feb - KS1 & KS2 disco 

 

Certificate Celebrations 

Citizens of the Week 
 

Immy H for persevering through 

tricky situations and working hard 

to remain  

Erin D for demonstrating our caring 

value to both peers and adults  

Hughie for his kindness to other 

children and adults 

Danny for being so helpful in Birch 

Class.  

Sarah for being kind and helpful 

Edward for using kind and positive 

language 

Imogen for being a good friend to 

others this week; kind and 

supportive and polite 

Charlie for always sharing his own 

books and ideas with the class 

Lily for team work and collaboration 
on deep learning day 
 
Freddie M for being an especially 

kind friend in class this term 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

http://www.westgate.hants.sch.uk/


 

 www.westgate.hants.sch.uk           Phone: 01962 854757 

No.96 Spring Term 1     

Learning Together - Achieving Excellence 

24th January 2020 

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

Year Group News 

Year R  

 

 

 
 
 
 
                                                                                                 
 
 

The children thought about the Bird's feelings, 

the characters she met along the way and 

how the art was produced in the film. We 

explored printing and colour mixing to 

investigate creating different paint effects. 

We have also been learning about 2D shapes 

this week and using mathematical vocabulary 

to describe them. We focused on rotating 

shapes and recognising that the name 

remains the same e.g. a square on its corner is 

still a square and not a diamond, a triangle 

upside down is still a triangle. 

Year 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A fantastic week in Year 1! We've begun 

learning about Bog Baby, mass and weight, 

the United Kingdom AND how to join letters 

together. Deep Learning Day was amazing - 

full of speedy rockets and imaginary planets. 

We even carried on our enthusiasm about 

space by creating an enormous rocket that we 

can fit inside! 

 

 

Talk to your child about the 

film Whistleless' 

(https://www.literacyshed.com

/whistleless.html#) that 

wewatched as part of Deep 

Learning Day this week.    

Please talk to your child about 

Nouns (people, places, things) 

and Adjectives (describing 

words) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  "Woodland habitats and 

mistakes is okay because 

mistakes help us learn. It's not 

that we can't do something, it's 

that we can't do it YET!"ut: 

"Making mistakes is okay 

because mistakes help us learn. 

It's not that we can't do 

something, it's that we can't do 

it YET!" 

Learner of the Week 
 

Rowan ~ Max S 

Beech ~ James G 

Willow ~ Jake B 

Birch ~ Freddie S 

Elm ~ Andrew 

Pine ~ Thomas Ma 

Chestnut ~ Zoe SF 

Larch ~ Millie 

Lime ~ Eliza 

Hazel ~ Holly 
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Year 2 

    

 
Willow class are learning the story of 

Babushka, ask them to retell this to you 

with the actions as practice. Birch have 

 

 

This week we have been looking again at 
half past, quarter to, quarter past the 
hour and then looking at 5 minute 
intervals of time. Please help your child by 
practising telling the time at home as 
often as possible. 
We have also looked at positional 
language in maths eg. quarter turn, half a 
turn, full turn, clockwise and anticlockwise 
and used this language to begin writing 
programs for a robot. 
In English we have been creating fact files 
on endangered animals and looking at the 
human impact on animals and their 
habitat. Next week we will begin to think 
about the skills needed to write 
persuasive letters and then write our own 
persuasive letter to try to help save an 
endangered animal. 
 

Year 3 
 

 

Year 3 have had a fun filled week back! A  

 

 

Year 3 have enjoyed investigating how rocks 

form this week and drawing scientific, 

annotated diagrams. We continued this 

theme in Geography by drawing a cross-

section of what is under our feet, as if we 

were stood on the pavement. We learnt 

about sewers, gas and water pipes, burrows 

and manmade tunnels for mining! In Music 

Year 3 have been practising being able to 

blow accurately into their mouth pieces for 

their new brass instruments this term. On 

Thursday's deep learning we immersed 

ourselves in the strategies used by film 

makers to evoke emotion in the audience and 

wrote an explanation text of how they do this 

using music, lighting and the character's 

movements. 

Year 4 

 

     
 

 
 

 

 

We have been really impressed with the 

children over our last 10 weeks of swimming, 

the children have supported and encouraged 

each other have all made progress with their 

swimming.  

 

Please talk to your child about 
telling the time.t 

 

 

 

Please talk to your child about 

different 2d and 3d shapes 

you might spot when you're 

out and about 

Please talk to your child 
about our final week of 

swimming and find out what 
they are most proud of.     

 

 

 

  
Talk to your child about: 

weighing in grams and 

kilograms and possessive 

apostrophes.    
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On deep learning day this week we watched a 

video with a robot and a small girl. We then 

designed our own robot and thought about 

the emotions of the girl throughout the video 

clip. In maths we have been looking at 

converting between cm and mm and m and 

cm, we have used our multiplying and dividing 

by 10 and 100 to support our calculating. Next 

weeks morning spellings are: Suppose, 

therefore, grammar. 

Year 5 
 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday Year 5 had an amazing Deep 

Learning Day, which involved a full day 

project researching and presenting 

information about different Spanish cities.  

The children were taught by upper school 

colleagues and supported by Year 7 

students.  We are really proud of the way 

the groups worked together to achieve their 

presentations and we are looking forward 

to these being shared in our Spanish lessons 

on Monday.   

 

 

 

 

Our space work has continued this week 

and we have been reflecting on segregation 

in the work place during the 1950s. The 

children have responded to a scene from 

Hidden Figures by writing very convincing 

formal persuasive letters pleading to a 

judge to relax segregation laws within high 

schools.  We have been very impressed with 

their use of high quality language and 

persuasive techniques as well as showing 

empathy for the characters in the story. 

Books to encourage a Growth 

Mindset 

 

"What do you do with a problem? Especially one 

that follows you around and doesn't seem to be 

going away? Do you worry about it? Ignore it? Do 

you run and hide from it? This is the story of a 

persistent problem and the child who isn't so sure 

what to make of it. The longer the problem is 

avoided, the bigger it seems to get. But when the 

child finally musters up the courage to face it, the 

problem turns out to be something quite different 

than it appeared. This is a story for anyone, at any 

age, who has ever had a problem that they wished 

would go away. It's a story to inspire you to look 

closely at that problem and to find out why it's 

here. Because you might discover something 

amazing about your problem]] and yourself. What 

are problems for? They challenge us, shape us, 

push us, and help us to discover just how strong 

and brave and capable we really are. Even though 

we don't always want them, problems have a way 

of bringing unexpected gifts. So, what will you do 

with your problem?  By Yamada Kobi  2016 

Please talk to your child 

about our spellings for next 

week: guarantee, harass, 

hindrance 

  . 
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. 

 

Year 3 and 4 Spring Concert 

Thursday 2nd April 2.30pm 

Please do come and enjoy this 

event. All parents/carers welcome 

 

Enjoy a lovely weekend. 

Kind regards, 

Mrs Woodall 

Head of Primary Phase 

 

 

Sharing Assemblies 
 

We would love you to come 

and share in our assemblies. 

Dates for the year and each 

year group are below. They are 

all Thursdays, start at 2.40pm 

and you are most welcome.  

Year 3   13.02.20   Spring 1 2020 

Year 2   26.03.20  Spring  2 2020 

Year 1   21.05.20   Summer 1 2020 

Year R   09.07.20   Summer 2 2020 

Partners in Learning 

Sharing Sessions  
You are invited to come and 

share your child’s learning 

between 8.40am and 9.10am 

on the following Friday 

mornings. Years 1 to 5 

14th February 2020 

27th March 2020 

22nd May 2020 

10th July 2020 
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