
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

A levels – Key Questions  

 What subjects are you likely to enjoy and be good at? 

 What qualifications are you wanting to achieve? 

 What grades do you need for specific subjects? 

 What career pathways are you thinking of?  

 How relevant will be your subject choices?  

 

Tips on choosing your post 16 options 

Ability and enjoyment 

Think about the subjects you are good 

at and like. If you enjoy what you are 

studying you are likely to be more 

motivated. If you are good in your 

chosen subjects you can increase your 

chances of success.  

New subjects 

Sixth form colleges will offer ‘A’ levels in 

subjects that you have not studied at GCSE – 

it is worth taking some time to find out what 

is involved in new subjects. Check this out 

when you attend Open events at the colleges. 

Subject Combinations 

Some subject combinations are complimentary and fit well together – such as physics, maths and 

another science or  English with History and sociology. 

Some subjects cover similar content such as geography and environmental science. Check that they 

are not too similar as some universities will not accept this combination. 

If you know that University will be the next step, check the requirements you will need for specific 

courses. 

Post 16 Vocational Qualifications 

Vocational qualifications offer practical learning 

programmes that relate to specific job roles or 

employment sectors. Vocational courses are 

designed to help young people learn in a 

practical way about a specific job area, helping 

them to get the skills needed to start a job, to 

progress in a career or to  go on to higher levels 

of education. 

Vocational qualifications can be related to 

broad curriculum areas such as business, 

engineering, IT, health and social care. 

Vocational courses can lead to specific jobs 

such as hairdressing, catering, plumbing, animal 

care. 

What is an apprenticeship? 

This is the opportunity to get on the job 

training and exam qualifications whilst earning 

money.  

These can be advertised in the local press, on 

the company website or via the careers 

adviser based in school. 

Check out the websites for the 

apprenticeship organisation 

www.apprenticeshipguide.co.uk 

www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/appren

ticeshipsearch 
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