
The Westgate School’s curriculum reflects two principles: firstly, of acquisition – where pupils are 

taught to acquire the knowledge, understanding and skills in each subject domain in order to apply 

this learning to new situations; and secondly, participation – that pupils need to develop the skills to 

engage positively in different situations. In doing so, pupils further their learning and sense of 

belonging. In some subjects, such as Science, the emphasis lies more heavily on the acquisition of 

knowledge whereas in a subject such as Drama, the skills of participation pre-dominate. In every 

lesson we expect adults to consider how best to facilitate pupils’ active participation in their learning 

– including “thinking hard” – and, to use the School’s core approach to teaching and learning so that 

pupils experience a coherent learning journey. 

In every subject, leaders are designing and evolving their curriculums based on the golden threads 

of learning from Year R to Year 11 in their particular domain. Planning is based on clear objectives, 

using misconceptions as opportunities for rich learning and, facilitating greater depth in pupils’ 

knowledge rather than greater curriculum coverage. The specified curriculum is based on the 

National Curriculum and KS4 syllabi however, the School believes strongly in ensuring that the 

‘hidden curriculum’ – how pupils learn about themselves and society in the way that we organise 

ourselves as a school – has a positive impact on the individual child. We strongly believe that access 

to cultural capital is an entitlement of every pupil, and we are regularly reviewing our curriculum to 

increase opportunities to access learning about different cultures and diversity. We also have a 

specified ‘Wellbeing Curriculum’, which sets out the universal provision for all pupils, and we are 

developing our practice to facilitate even greater inclusion in extra-curricular provision in school. 

Moreover, as part of our ongoing learning, we involve pupils proactively in curriculum development 

through our received curriculum reviews and, our pupil leadership groups.  

At The Westgate School our curriculum is not intended to lead learners to fulfil their potential: our 

intention is to unlock the individual’s potential and to equip them with the knowledge and skills to 

be able to learn in different situations throughout their lives.  


