
2019 GCSE Exam Results 

Once again we are very pleased with another set of excellent exam results, which reflect the hard work and 

dedication of our pupils, their parents/carers and the colleagues who worked alongside them.  A number of 

changes have occurred which makes year on year comparisons less straightforward: 

 GCSEs in all subjects are now graded 9-1 (replacing the old A*-G system) 

 Coursework/controlled assessment is no longer a part of most qualifications; pupils now follow a linear 

assessment. 

Provisional Headline Results  

 
2018-19 Westgate 

Result 
2017-18 Westgate 

Result 
2016-17 Westgate 

Result 

Pupils gaining 4+ in Maths 89% 86 % 85 % 

Pupils gaining 4+ in English 94% 93 % 96 % 

Pupils gaining 4+ in both 
Maths and English 

87% 85 % 85 % 

Pupils gaining 5+ in Maths 69% 67 % 62 % 

Pupils gaining 5+ in English 86% 89 % 91 % 

Pupils gaining 5+ in both 
Maths and English 

68% 68 % 62 % 

Pupils gaining 2 or more 
Science GCSEs at 4 or above 

91% 88 % 87 % 

Pupils achieving the EBacc 
(Standard Pass – grade 4) 

42% 44 % 40 % 

Pupils achieving the EBacc 
(Strong Pass – grade 5) 

30% 36 % 36 % 

EBacc Average Points Score 5.31 5.45 5.11 

Progress 8 Score +0.49 +0.78 +0.50 

Attainment 8 score 59.61 60.49 57 

 

2016-17 and 2017-18 results place The Westgate School as the top comprehensive school in Hampshire – both 

for progress and attainment.  2018-19 results placed The Westgate School in 2nd place, another fantastic 

achievement by pupils. 

We are also extremely pleased with how well our pupils did to achieve the very highest grades.  21.2% of all 

grades were A*/8/9 and 38.7% of all grades were A/A*/7/8/9.  This is an incredible achievement. 

Additional Information 

The changes to the GCSEs courses have been widely publicised as being more rigorous than previous GCSE 

courses, however Ofqual, the independent exam regulator, has assured schools that pupils sitting these new 

GCSEs will not be disadvantaged against previous year groups.  We have been told that nationally the same 

percentage of pupils who historically achieved a grade C or above will achieve a grade 4 or above in the new 

courses.  Additionally, the same percentage of pupils who historically achieved grade A or above will achieve 

grades 7 or above. 



 

Attainment 8 and Progress 8 are headline measures which were introduced in 2016 as a way of measuring 

school performance, with the aim of ensuring that all pupils sit a broad and balanced curriculum.  They use 

data across 8 subjects to measure a pupils’ attainment (Attainment 8), which is then compared with their KS2 

baseline scores from primary school and compared with similar ability pupils nationally to calculate the 

progress a pupil has made in those subjects (Progress 8).  (For information about exactly how these figures out 

calculated, please click on the links below). 

The 8 subjects that are counted must fit into these ‘buckets’: 

 

A school’s Attainment 8 and Progress 8 scores are an average of the scores of each of its pupils.  Due to the 

national comparison involved, Progress 8 figures are not available until later in the Autumn term. 

Attainment 8: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XWAV1WUbsLo  

Progress 8: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=joZBuypG-JY  

Although the new grades cannot be easily compared with the 

A*-G grades, it can be seen from this image that the bottom of 

a new grade 7 is equivalent to the bottom of an old A grade 

and the bottom of a grade 4 is the equivalent to the bottom of 

a C grade.   

Pupils achieving at least a grade 4 in English and Maths will not 

be required by 6th form colleges to re-sit these qualifications. 

 

For more information about the new grading system, click on 

this link to an AQA video clip: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OrlA31J9qvs  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XWAV1WUbsLo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=joZBuypG-JY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OrlA31J9qvs

