
Ardeche 2018 
This year’s Ardeche trip saw 134 Year 8 pupils go to 

the south of France and try a wide variety of different 

Water sports activities. The week is split into 2; the 

first part includes 3 days in Mimosa taking part in 

sailing activities on the beach. This includes fun 

boats, picos, catamarans, snorkelling, raft building 

and stand up paddle boarding. On the way to the 

next location (the Ardeche river), pupils have a day at 

Aqualand, going on flumes and in the wave pool 

throughout the day. At the Ardeche, pupils canoed 

32km in total over the 3 days, also stopping off on 

their way for rock jumps, slip and slides, canoe 

games and amazing lunches!  

During the evenings, the PGL staff lead activities 

such as Robot Wars, Guess Who, beach games, quiz-

zes, tournaments and trips to the local town. The 

evening is then always finished off with a PGL disco.  

The pupils were brilliant throughout the week, and 

learnt so many new skills, while making new friend-

ships along the way. Thank you to all for a fantastic 

week.  

 

The Ardeche was an absolutely incredible experience whicvh 

I really enjoyed. It was a great opportunity to learn new skills 

like sailing and canoeing with your friends. The PGL instruc-

tors were really friendly and helpful. Ps, bus B was the best!” 

 

 

“The Ardeche was an unforgettable experience. I got to learn 

so many new skills that I would never have thought I could 

do. The staff in PGL were brilliant, they encouraged every 

pupil there and made us feel at home. This trip is also great 

for getting to know people better and meeting new people. It 

is definitely a trip worth going on and the coach journey isn’t 

even as bad as it sounds!” 

 
 

“I had an amazing experience while on the Ardeche and I 

would definitely recommend it! The PGL staff were so wel-

coming and fun to be around. We did lots of exciting activi-

ties like cliff jumping and slip and slides.”  
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Congratulations to 7E2 KPA, 8E1 RKI,  

9W1 NPA, 10E2 STE,  and 11A1 BMA 

for being the highest scoring tutor 

groups.  

Something to think about... 

How many of you like coming to school? Do 

you find it boring, difficult or hard work? To-

day, there are over 263 million children 

across the world who will have no access to 

a school. They would love to learn, to join 

clubs, to make new friends but they are not 

able to for many reasons. Being at the West-

gate school is such a privilege...don't ever 

forget that. Make the most of every day! 

Class of 2018 

On August 23rd, last year’s Year 11’s collected 

their much anticipated GCSE results. It was an 

emotional day, rewarding the pupils for all their 

efforts during their time at Westgate. Amazingly, 

27% of all grades were an 8 or 9, with 45% of all 

grades being 7-9. There were 2 pupils who 

achieved grade 9’s in all of their subjects! Well 

done to everyone, and good luck for the future.  
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pupils and colleagues. 
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-Upcoming house events  

Photo taken by GCSE Photography pupil Daisy Humphrey  
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Welcome to Westgate 
The start of the school year means we welcome 60 

new Year R pupils, and 240 new Year 7’s to our 

school community. Having already been on 2 taster 

days, an induction evening and a 3 day summer 

camp, pupils in Year 7 are enthusiastic and ready to 

start their secondary school adventure. Here’s what 

some of them had to say: 

 

“I enjoyed starting Westgate as it is a very welcoming 

school. The 3 best things about Year 7 are: 

1) The hub. The food is delicious! 

2) Sports. I really enjoy all the clubs and sports West-

gate has to offer. The girl’s football is great! 

3) It’s an awesome opportunity to make new friends 

and try new things.”                       - Lauren McGee 

 

“After starting Westgate I have enjoyed making new 

friends and meeting my tutor. All of the teachers 

have been very welcoming in every lesson. Summer 

camp was really helpful because it helped us make a 

lot of friends in our tutor. Everyone has been earning 

lots of stamps by working hard and contributing to-

wards their house. We are now doing a book chal-

lenge, where we are competing against other tutor 

groups to see who can read 100 books first (and we 

will win!)”       - Isabelle Cocks and Atene Endrijaityte 

 

“I was really looking forward to coming up to West-

gate because it’s a great school and the summer 

camp was amazing. The other reason I was really 

looking forward to it was because of all the opportu-

nities you get such as Day of Sport, House Competi-

tions and also becoming a house captain.” 

                                                               - Lucy Thomson  

 

We’d like to say a big thank you to the colleagues 

and prefects who helped make the Summer Camp 

such a success.  

 

It’s not only our Year 7’s and Year R who are new 

to our school, as we also welcome new colleagues:  

 

Miss Stewart—Lower School  

 

Miss Phillips—Lower School 

 

Miss Hutchins—Lower School   

 

Mrs Miles—English Teacher  

 

Mrs Palmer—English Teacher  

 

Mr Miller—MFL Teacher  

 

Mrs Browning—MFL Teacher  

 

Miss Walukiewicz—PE Teacher  

 

Mr Keough—History Teacher  

 

Mr Wilson—Head of Computing  

 

Mr Farrell—Maths & Digital Studies  

 

 

We also welcome our Schools Direct colleagues; 

Mrs Mills, Mrs Felstead, Miss Pass, Ms Riddell, Mrs 

barber, Mrs Lindsay and Miss Doohan, our new 

TA’s; Ms East, Ms Morgan, Ms Moultan and Ms 

Highmore. Finally, welcome to Mrs Lunniss 

(Assistant SENCO) and Mr Sudds (IT Teaching and 

Learning).  

Congratulations Christian 
Christian competed at The 

Southern Regional Men’s Ar-

tistic Setwork Qualifiers in Mil-

ton Keynes on Sunday 16 Sep-

tember 2018 and won all 

round gold in his age group 

(Level 4).  Christian also se-

cured the Jim Newell Shield, 

which is awarded to the gym-

nast scoring the highest score 

of the entire competition 

(across all age groups). We 

wish Christian the best of luck 

at the British Nationals.  
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A lunchtime with Mrs Allsopp  

Q: What’s your favourite meal? 

A: I do love a jacket potato!  

Q: What’s your favourite film? 

A: The notebook  

Q: What famous person would you like to meet? 

A: Zak Effron obviously!  

Q: What’s your favourite thing about Westgate? 

A: The staff and how friendly everyone is. 

Q: What’s your greatest achievement? 

A: Becoming a house leader to the mighty Water 

House!  

Q: What are you most looking forward to this year? 

A: I can’t wait for the RE trip to Poland next month! 

The Gallery  
As with the renovation of the 3 storey building, the 

old Maths block has been converted into the The 

Atrium, consisting of 3 new art classrooms, The Stu-

dio (learning support) and the new wellbeing room 

(The Gallery). A pupil commented: “The Gallery is 

great because it gives me the time and space I need 

when I need it most.” 

Upcoming House Events:  
 

The battle to win the house cup is back on, with all 4 

houses eager to follow in Fire’s footsteps and win 

the house cup. Our house captains have now been 

announced, so it’s time to get straight into competi-

tion on the following dates: 

 

 

 W/b 24th Sept: Tutor noticeboard judging 

 Fri 27th Sept: Year 7 sports afternoon 

 Mon 1st Oct: Year 7 Benchball  

 Weds 3rd Oct: Year 8 Benchball  

 Fri 5th Oct: Year 9 Benchball  

 Tues 9th Oct: Year 10 Benchball  

 Thurs 11th Oct: Year 11 Benchball  

 Fri 12th Oct: Deadline for the front of the 

queue privilege (over 250 stamps). 

 Fri 16th Nov: Deadline for the House Pho-

tography Competition.  

At the end of last year, The Westgate PE department found out they had been ranked 28th 

out of the top 100 state schools for sport. Being in the top 30 means we are in the top 1% in 

the country for our sporting successes. Already this year, we have got off to a fantastic start 

with the Year 7 and 8 girls Netball Teams winning their fixtures against Mountbatten 9-3 and 

22-1 respectively. Both the Year 8 and 9 boys Rugby Teams won their first fixtures against 

Henry Beaufort—the Year 9’s comfortable won theirs 65-15. There was also success for the 

Year 7 Boys Football Team in their first fixtures as they beat Kings 3-2 and Perins 7-2.  Finally, 

the U13 and U15 Girls Netball Teams have recently been selected as one of the top perform-

ing sports schools to represent the UK on the world stage at the inaugural World Schools Net-

ball Cup at Loughborough University in June 2019. We welcome everyone to our sports clubs, 

so have a look at the extra curricular timetable and come along!  
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