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What an exciting week – we have lauched our Lower School, School Council! This is a pupil body made up 
of two child reps from each class.  
 
We held a secret ballot in each class to vote for a boy and girl we would represent each class in a really 
positive way. We spoke to the children about the role of being on the School Council and some of the jobs 
they will need to do. The votes were very close and we are pleased to announce our first School Council: 
 
RW Bronwyn Shepherd Jones and Andrew Mawdsley  
RH Luca Andrews Lauren  
1OP Olivia Allen and Isaac Best 
1S Imogen Barnicott and Charlie Newby 
2W Florence Shewry and Archie Parker  
2SC William Tavender and Sofia Phillips 
 
Congratulations to all of these children!  
 
The first School Council meeting was in Mr Adlam’s office on Thursday and they have already planned 
great things for their first term in office! 
 
Just a quick reminder, we are in for a cold spell again so please can you make sure children come to school 
with a warm coat and hats/ gloves and or scarfs. We go out for play in every weather condition so it is 
always best to be prepared. Can you also make sure the additional warm clothes have your child’s name on 
it. 

Deep Learning Day 25th January 
 
As part of our Deep Learning Day on Wednesday 25th January we are planning an exciting 'Space Themed' 
story telling week at school. The hook in to this project will be the crash landing of a UFO in our school 
playground - which the children will discover on Monday morning when they arrive in school! 
In order for the 'space ship' to appear in the playground we were hoping some parent volunteers might 
come into school for an hour or so next Friday 20th January in the afternoon from 2pm to help create the 
UFO from junk materials. We will have all of the junk modelling equipment, tape, glue, paint etc ready - all 
you would need to bring is yourself! If you are available please let Mrs Priddle or Nicky Breen know. Thank 
you! 
 
p.s Shhhh! This is a secret – don’t tell the children!!  

Dates for this term: 
19th January – Class photos 
25th January – Deep Learning Day 
27th January – INSET day 
2nd March – World Book Day 
13th March – Lower School Skipping Workshop  



 

 

Year 1: 

Year 1OP library day will now be on a Tuesday. 
 
In topic and writing lessons this week the children have loved creating their own mini fact 
books about animals. Each day we have learnt about a different animal family and then 
written a fact page with illustrations to describe and define that type of animal.  

      
The children are looking forward to having their work turned into a booklet and then 
sharing their project with you. 
Next week we will be finding out about what different animals eat and classifying animals 
as carnivores, omnivores and herbivores. 
Maths 
The children have been getting to grips with place value of 2 digit numbers this week. We 
have been reading numbers above 20 by describing how many tens they have e.g. 36 = 
“three tens and 6 more” and 59 = “5 tens and 9 more” 
We have been counting like this using bead strings and then placing 2 digit numbers on a 1-
100 bead string. Eg. “35 = 3 tens and 5 more” 

 
 
We have also started making 2 digit numbers with base tens equipment and we 
will continue to use different resources to ‘make’ 2 digit numbers next week. 
The important concept is that children understand the value of each digit in a 2 
digit number – tens and units.  E.g. 59 = 50 + 9 = 5 tens and 9 more 

 

Year 2: 

We’re delighted to say that Mrs Shaw’s son is out of hospital and recovering well.  Mrs Shaw is not yet well enough 
herself to teach and will be off next week, returning on 23rd January.  Thank you for your good wishes for her.   



 

 
We had a wonderful trip this week to Portsmouth Historic Dockyard, the children we able to dress up in Tudor 
clothes and explore replica items found in the ship. They were truly fascinated with the ship wreck and learned so 
much from the guides… as did we! Thank you to the parent volunteers, we are so grateful for your help. 
 
Maths 
In maths this week, we have had a great time making tally charts, pictograms and block charts. Out of these, 
pictograms can be particularly tricky, especially when the key changes from  representing 1 child, becomes  
representing 2 children. Any practice at this would be useful… perhaps the children could tally the helpful things they 
do at home!  

 
Next week we will be revisiting multiplication and division. 
 
 
English 
 
Next week we will be tackling the tricky subject of exclamatory sentences.  Exclamatory sentences are sentences 
that show strong emotions.   In books exclamatory sentences can begin with any word, but the formal rules state 
that an exclamatory sentence must begin with What or How and include a verb.  This is what we will be teaching at 
the start of the week and we hope that the children will be showing these in their recount writing of our school trip 
later in the week.  Here are some examples of what we might see … 
 
What an incredible sight it was!  
How kind she was! 
What fun we had dressing up! 
What awful food the sailors had to eat on ship in the olden days!  
 
They sound somewhat formal, as often nowadays we use exclamatory words rather than formal exclamatory 
sentences. 
 
French 
The children have been asked if they could bring in any pictures of French foods they have had or find. These can be 
out of newspaper or magazines as well as any drawings! 



This Week’s Celebrations: 
 
1OP : Finlay Patternson-Thick is this week’s ’Citizen of the Week’ in celebration of his kind and sweet nature. Finlay is 
a gentle boy who always plays nicely and acts with empathy towards others. Finly is never involved in disputes and is 
always fair, sharing equipment and resources willingly with others. He is a real team player and can work successfully 
with anyone in our class, Well done Finlay! 

  1OP -  Niklas Hopper is our ‘learner of the week’ in 1OP. He is really enjoying our current topic on animals and 

shown such enthusiasm for our current writing project, making a mini book about animals. Niklas has worked hard 
all week writing about a different animal family each day and creating stunning illustrations to match his writing—
my favourite was his drawing of a bat for his ‘mammal page’. Well done Niklas! 
   
1S – Jacob is our star learner this week as he has been working incredibly hard in class. We particularly noticed how 
hard he tried in French this week. Jacob could recognise and name all the animals in French! He was even able to 
sing a song in French along with the film clip. Tres Bien! 

   
1S- Imogen Barnicott has been so helpful this week to all the different adults in 1S. Thank you for being a supportive 
friend to class members too. 

At lunchtime Imogen has been a delight to sit with and talk to. Thank you for being a model citizen!  
 
2W – This weeks ‘Citizen of the Week’ is being awarded to Florence. Florence has just completed her second week at 
The Westgate School and she has settled in so well! She has made lots of friends and has taken on board the school 
ethos with a big smile. Florence has grown in confidence in the time she has been here, has happily settled in and we 
are so pleased she is part of our class. Thank you Florence. 
 
2W – Learner of the Week this week is Thomas for his effort during our P.E lesson. This week we were playing tag 
rugby and Thomas enjoyed and perfected catching and throwing the rugby ball and running around pulling the tags! 
Thomas has also been working super hard with his handwriting, he has not only been working on his capital letters 
but also writing words with correctly formed letters. Well done Thomas, keep it up! 
 
In 2SC we were so impressed with teamwork, that we have chosen two Citizen of the Week.   
 

2SC – Citizen: Eleanor Spriggs is this week’s ‘Citizen of the Week’ in celebration of her kind and friendly nature. This 
week in science we have been learning all about materials and whether they would be appropriate for boat building. 
Eleanor has shown brilliant team work skills. She is able to give ideas and listen to others’ ideas without making a 
fuss. She is a pleasure to teach and have in the classroom. 
  
2SC – Citizen: Ellie Jepson is this week’s ‘Citizen of the Week’ in celebration of her lovely and kind manner in the 
classroom. In science this week, Ellie has shown fantastic team work skills. She happily accepted her role within the 
team, gave brilliant ideas but also listened to the opinions of others. All without making a fuss. She is an absolute 
pleasure to teach and have in the classroom. 
 
 
 

 


