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Deep Learning Day 25th January 
 
As part of our Deep Learning Day on Wednesday 25th January we are planning an exciting 'Space Themed' 
story telling week at school. The hook in to this project will be the crash landing of a UFO in our school 
playground - which the children will discover on Monday morning when they arrive in school! 
 
p.s Shhhh! This is a secret – don’t tell the children!!  
 
The discovery of a UFO will then ignite a whole week’s worth of learning across all of our classes. The 
children will be writing about the alien and space ships in English lessons and learning about space and 
space travel in science and topic lessons. We have planned an exciting Deep Learning Day on Wednesday 
where the children will rotate around art, science, story-telling and music/dance workshops. We think 
they’re going to have a ‘blast’!  

 

Dates for this term: 
25th January – Deep Learning Day 
27th January – INSET day 
2nd March – World Book Day 
13th March – Lower School Skipping Workshop  

Year 1: 

Year 1OP library day will now be on a Tuesday. 
The children have worked hard this week thinking about handwriting. We have introduced formal handwriting 
sessions this term and the children have been learning to write letters from the ‘long ladder family’ with a ‘lead in’ – 
this means all letters start on the line and have an “off we go” line to lead into the letter. 

e.g.                 
Please note – this poster shows you the ladder family without lead ins. We are using lead ins. 
 
Topic Work 
The children finished their fact books on animals at the start of the week and we are excitedly waiting for them to 
come back from the printers, transformed into mini books. For the rest of the week we have been finding out what 
different animals eat and sorting them accordingly, we have begun to learn the terms: carnivore, herbivore and 
omnivore.  We have finished our week by reading and listening to poems about animals and having a go at writing 
our own riddles and poems about our favourite animals. 
In maths we have continued our work on ‘Place Value’ and understanding how many tens and ones a number has. 
We have also been practising writing and matching numbers in digits and words. 



 

 

 

 
Next week  
We will have a mini break from our animals topic for a week while we launch into space for our Deep Learning Day 
story telling theme. During the week we will be reading lots of stories with a space theme and writing letters about 
our crashed space ship! 
 
In the maths we will be thinking about using the equals symbol as a balance. The children will experience different 
ways equals can be shown and positioned in a calculation and as a balance/scales. We will extend the children’s 
thinking with different problem solving challenges. 

e.g.   6 + 4 = 9 + 1                                      

 
 

Year 2: 

Just a reminder that library day for both classes is on a Monday. 
 
Maths 
Thank you for your continued support with our maths games – it is such a fantastic and fun way to start our 
Friday! 
This week will be a wet week! We are starting capacity, for this we will need to be able to read numbers in the 
hundreds. Any work on this at home will be greatly appreciated. We will be looking at ordering hundreds numbers, 
and counting in 50’s and knowing which number comes between each hundred e.g. 350 is half way between 300 and 
400. We will then move on to ordering and comparing capacity using >, < and =. 
 
English 
The children delighted us this week with their skills in writing exclamatory sentences.  As a reminder:  exclamatory 
sentences can begin with any word, but the formal rules state that an exclamatory sentence must begin with What 
or How and include a verb.  The vast majority of children showed this skill and many are starting to use these 
sentences in independent work.   
 
We are moving on to cover commands this week, so that soon we will be able to write sentences in each of the 
forms:  

 Commands 

 Questions 

 Statements 

 Exclamatory sentences  
 

Next week we will be looking at the format of letters, and continuing to write using sentence structures.   
 
Computing: 
The children have been learning and practicing correct hand position on the key board and then typing. We have 
been using a BBC game ‘Dance Mat Typing’ to give us more practice! If you child does use a computer at home, it 
would be greatly appreciated if you could encourage using all fingers to type not just one. If you do fancy playing the 
game, that would also be great. Warning: they have also learned how to turn on the volume!  



This Week’s Celebrations: 
 
1OP : Vincent McNally is our ‘Learner of the Week’ in 1OP this week as he has shown great perseverance and effort 
in all areas of the curriculum over the past few days. Vincent loves sloths and wrote a super description of his 
favourite mammal using exciting vocabulary and also had a go at using similes! I am excited for the next step as 
Vincent will be writing a poem about a sloth in our next session—I can’t wait to read it! 
  
  1OP -  Anna Young is this week’s ’Citizen of the Week’ in 1OP. Anna joined our school towards the end of last term 

and we are just thrilled to have her in our class. She is kind and caring towards her peers and shows a good attitude 
towards her learning at all times, modelling correct behaviour for others. We have all been impressed by how 
smoothly Anna has transitioned into a new class and quickly fitted in with her peers. Well done Anna! 
  

1S – Millie Moore is this week’s ’Citizen of the Week’ in 1S after we noticed how kind and supportive 

she was towards a class mate who was feeling sad after a fall in the playground. Millie tried hard to 

cheer them up with a smile and a kind word.  Millie loves making her classmates happy understands 

the importance of cheering people up when they are sad. Well done Millie! 

 1S- Ben Brook is our ‘learner of the week’ in 1S. Ben has had a super week, working especially hard in 

phonics lessons to improve his reading, spelling and writing! Well done Ben and keep up your super 

focus and effort.  

2W – Learner of the Week this week is Arthur because of his fabulous effort and perseverance with his learning, 
particularly with his writing this week and has produced a great story! Over the last few weeks, Arthur has impressed 
me with his systematic approach to problem solving in maths, with clear explanations and ‘thinking outside the box’. 
His fabulous sense of humour makes him such a pleasure to teach and a great member of the class! Well done 
Arthur. 
 
2W – This week’s ‘Citizen of the Week’ is being awarded to Lily for her positive attitude, wonderful manners and 
most importantly her smiley face! Lily brightens up my morning, coming in with a huge smile and often a funny story 
to tell. She has such a fabulous attitude towards everything we do and kindly encourages other children when they 
need it. Thank you Lily, you are a super citizen!  
 
In 2SC - Eleanor has been working very hard at her reading skills and recently wowed Mrs Cochrane with her ability 
to read a story and non-fiction text and answer written questions.  The story and non-fiction passages were long, 
and Eleanor showed superb persistence and gave thoughtful answers.  Well done Eleanor.   
 

2SC – Harry Kingdom is learner of the week this week for two areas of learning.  Firstly for the great strides he has 
made in self-care skills.  We are proud of you Harry!  Secondly for his work on pairs of numbers which make ten.  You 
have worked hard and learned quickly.  Well done Harry.   
 
 
 

 


