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Day of Sport 2019 
This year saw yet another competitive Day of Sport where pupils 

competed in Handball, Tug of War, Rounders and Athletics. Pu-

pils had spent time organising their teams under the leadership 

of their House Captains, and came to school dressed in their 

house colour. The atmosphere was incredible throughout the 

day, and this year we changed the order of the day to include a 

staff house relay which was incredibly competitive with the Fire 

team of Mr Kinnaird, Mr Mcphee, Miss Walukiewicz and Mr 

Turner becoming victorious. A remarkable 7 school records were 

broken, 3 of which were by Lily Neate!  At the end of a very im-

pressive show of sporting events, the overall results at the end 

of the day were 1st: Earth, 2nd: Fire, 3rd: Water and 4th: Air. 

Simply the Best!  
Each year, the PE department hold a sports presentation 

evening to celebrate the commitment and successes of 

pupils during the year within our sports clubs and teams. 

Each sports team give awards for commitment, inspira-

tional leadership, most improved and outstanding perfor-

mance. We then give 2 pupils per year group an award for 

their effort in the curriculum, as well as the overall sports-

person of the year for each year group as well. The even-

ing then comes to a close by presenting the prestigious 

Team of the Year award, and finally the Head Teachers 

award. Well done to all pupils who won an award, includ-

ing a special mention to the following: 

Headteachers Award: Georgia Molten  

Team of the Year: U14 Netball Team  

Sportspersons of the Year: Freddie Graham-Campbell, 

Lauren Richards, Sam Macleod, Polly Cutler, Ben Fyvie-

Rae, Eva Richards, Jaidon Ormiston and Summer Kyle. 

Westgate are World Class 
The top netball schools from around the world com-

peted at the world-class facilities of Loughborough, 

one of the UK’s top sporting University’s and home 

to the Loughborough Lightning Superleague netball 

team. Westgate U14 and U16 Netball Teams com-

peted at the World School Netball Cup, and per-

formed to an exceptional standard. The U14’s 

fought some very close games, to eventually come 

7th place overall—an exceptional achievement! The 

U15’s also played many successful matches, and 

many of the girls were inspired by Loughborough’s 

sporting facilities, and are now hoping to go to uni-

versity there in the future. The team work, commu-

nication and enthusiasm from all the Westgate girls 

truly was world class, and we are very proud of all 

that they have achieved this year, and throughout 

the tournament.  

A Yearly Round-up  
The Westgate PE department work incredibly hard all year to ensure pupils are provided with an array of sport-

ing opportunities, whether these are competing in high class competitions, or simply providing pupils with the 

opportunity to recreationally take part in, and experience the many benefits of sport. This year  has seen: 43 

different representative teams across 11 different sports, 6 district champions, 9 teams county champions (in 

cross country, volleyball, badminton, table tennis, gymnastics and football), 21 different sports delivered in the 

curriculum, 60 Young Sports Leaders running PE sessions for over 700 local primary pupils and finally, 42% of 

our pupils have attended an extra curricular sports club this year. We hope next year is just as, if not even more 

successful!  
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Current House Positions 

Congratulations to 7E2 KPA, 8E1 RKI,  

9W1 NPA and 10A2 DPE for being the 

highest scoring tutor groups.  
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Photo taken by House Photography Competition Finalist 

Anna Clarke  

On Thursday 27th June, Year 11 pupils along with col-

leagues enjoyed the 2019 Prom at Oakley Hall Hotel, 

with weather sunny and perfect for the occasion. Pupils 

arrived at the venue around 6:30pm and a sit down 

meal was provided, followed by a disco with Andy Hider 

providing music as the DJ. It was a lovely day, and a 

brilliant way to spend time together as a whole year 

group, to celebrate 5 years together at Westgate. 

 

It was a very memorable day, and was enjoyed by every-

one. Elise Herbert, Head Girl, says: “I thoroughly enjoyed 

my time at prom; it was a once in a lifetime opportunity 

which I really wish I could experience again. The venue 

was beautiful with amazing scenery.” 

Jacob Griffiths, Deputy Head Boy, says: “I can proudly 

say I had one of the best nights, it was amazing to see 

our whole year group getting on so well. The venue did-

n’t fail to impress, the decorations and layout made it a 

wonderful place to spend prom. It was the perfect way 

to say goodbye, it was very special.” 

Tibbie Fish, Assistant Head Girl, says that: “The prom 

experience was great, having all the teachers and pupils 

all come together and interact made it amazing. Oakley 

Hall couldn’t have been any better. I feel upset to be 

leaving, but being at The Westgate has been a brilliant 

experience, and prom night was definitely unforgetta-

ble.” 

The Prom was supported by Ministry of Fish, as they 

provided excellent table decorations and layout design, 

making the venue significantly special and memorable 

to the pupils and teachers. It was certainly a beautiful 

place to spend prom, and The Westgate are grateful for 

Ministry of Fish’s ongoing help and support during the 

preparation process. 

Prom 2019—Oakley Hall Hotel  

We’re going to keep this a secret for 

now, as you will find out next week in 

the final assembly!  

We will also be announcing the new 

Pupil House Leaders for 2019/2020 in 

the end of year assembly. 



Marvellous Madrid 
On the 23rd May, 20 pupils in Years 9 and 10, travelled to Madrid for the Art, Photography, Spanish and Sculpture 

trip. Once we arrived at the boarding school where we would be staying, about 45 minutes outside of Madrid, the 

views were stunning. The town of El Escorial was very picturesque and the boarding school was surprisingly 

grand. Shortly after settling into our rooms, we had an in-depth tour of the Royal castle, Monastery, Library and 

boarding school that we were staying in. It was very interesting to hear about the history of El Escorial but at the 

end of the day we were exhausted and ready for a late dinner and then sleep.  

For the next few days, we visited a variety of landmarks, two more 

Royal Palaces, Old Madrid, Segovia and other castles and cathe-

drals. The highlights for me were, the tapas and flamenco show in 

Old Madrid, the techniques were amazing and it was interesting to 

try traditional Spanish food. I also enjoyed visiting Segovia, the ca-

thedral and palace offered beautiful views across the coloured roof-

tops.  

Overall, it was a good experience for everyone studying different 

subjects. We practised speaking Spanish to some of the boarders at 

the school, there were lots of chances for photography students to 

take photos and inspiration for the other art subjects. I would greatly 

recommend the trip to everyone as it is a once in a lifetime chance 

to see the different culture and make new friends along the way. 

Welcome to our New Year 7’s 

O n the 28th and 29th of June and the 3rd 

and 4th of July the Year 6s, who will be 

moving to Westgate next year came for two tast-

er days. On these days, pupils experienced a 

variety of lessons such as science experiments, 

creative writing in English, team building and 

Benchball. They were also able to trial food from 

the hub and had a Q and A with some of 

the prefects, getting an idea of what life is like at 

secondary school. They also had an assembly 

from the new senior prefect team and were able 

to go to a freshers fair and sign up for extra cur-

ricular clubs. Overall it was two very enjoyable 

days which gave the new year 6s an introduction 

to what school will be like for them next year, 

and also provided them with the opportunity to 

make new friends from different primary 

schools. We are all looking forward to welcoming 

them to the Westgate School in September. 

Bravo Année 8! 

On the 12th June, the languages department took a group of 

10 Year 8 pupils to the University of Southampton for an 

event organized by University staff. The day was devoted to 

appreciating and enhancing the linguistic skills of the attend-

ing pupils, with opportunities to learn about interesting sub-

jects in their own languages as well as taster sessions in dif-

ferent languages. The day started off with a talk from Dr 

Jane Lavery about the importance of learning languages in 

the UK. They were presented with shocking facts such as 

there has been a 50% decline in language uptake and due to 

Brexit, people think languages is no longer important, as well 

as encouraging information like 92% of people with lan-

guages get jobs within 6 months. The students proceeded to 

learn and create posters on the topic of ‘wearable technolo-

gy’ in the languages they learn in school. After a lunch break, 

they received lessons in new languages, including Chinese, 

Italian and Portuguese, acquiring basic knowledge that 

would broaden their horizons in MFL. 

What an Honour!  
On the 6th of June, Westgate held its annual honours awards ceremony. The night kicked off with a drinks recep-

tion before the award presentation. A variety of awards were handed out. There were: subject awards, House 

Leader awards, awards for larger participation in our school, awards from Year Leaders and even one from Mrs 

Dean herself. The Chair of Governors, Penny Catch-

pole, presented the winners with their awards follow-

ing speeches about the winning pupils from Mrs Sam-

brook, House Leaders and Year Leaders. A huge con-

gratulations to anyone who achieved an award. As well 

as this there was some fantastic music on the night 

from the Brass Band and a String Group who per-

formed Pachelbel’s Canon during the interval. A mas-

sive thank you to anyone who helped to make this 

event possible and to the prefects who helped out on 

the night. Well done to each of the pupils who won an 

award, and a special mention to Cerys Prince Rayner 

for winning the prestigious Head Teachers Award.  

Wellbeing at Westgate 

R ecently, local marketing agency Ministry of Fish has kindly made a donation of £500 to The Gallery well-

being area within The Westgate Upper School. This generous act has meant that The Westgate are now 

able to add to the effectiveness of boosting wellbeing- by using this donation to purchase new games and activ-

ities for the pupils at Westgate to use in times of need. 

The use of this donation has not only led to the purchase of the sofa and other resources to make the Gallery a 

calm and comfortable place, but an extra donation has been made and has 

been used to buy 2 large Connect 4’s, a large chess set and a large drafts set to 

play outdoors in the lower school and upper school.  

This allows further wellbeing time for the pupils at Westgate, therefore creating 

a positive impact on the mental health of the pupils, giving time for them to re-

lax and unwind their minds away from the work at school. Westgate are very 

much grateful for this donation and have found its use to the school as greatly 

beneficial to the pupils and to improving their wellbeing within school. Ministry 

of Fish are pleased with the good cause that has been taken from this donation, 

and are excited to see the benefits unravel.  

Pupils who have used the Gallery this year, had this to day:  

 "I find the Gallery to a be a calm place. The people there are very lovely."   

 "The Gallery is a safe and quiet place to relax if you are upset or anx-

ious. There are lots of kind and comforting staff to support you and lots of oth-

er friendly children".  

 
Thank you for the Music!  
The school cabaret, “We Love the ‘70s”, which took place dur-

ing the first week of July, featured a wonderful variety of sing-

ing, dancing, scenes from musicals and drama segments. Au-

dience participation was strongly encouraged. It was fabulous 

to see everyone being able to express their talents individual-

ly. Year 10 pupils Sasha Goldsmith, Tiger-Lily Jonathan, Cerys 

Prince-Rayner, and Harriet Thorpe worked especially hard to 

make this happen, both performing in and directing some of 

the components. Special thanks also go to Jane Coombs, Dai-

sy MacLeod, and Scarlett Roseppy for putting together the 

dance numbers and to Cerian Evans and Sophie Scott for 

leading the chorus. The tech team was headed by Charles 

Godman this year and the production would not have been 

possible without them. Congratulations to everyone involved 

and most importantly, thank you to the drama teachers Mrs 

Mahoney, Mr Mills, Ms Riddel and the other colleagues who 

helped organize the production. 

We then had our annual Summer Instrumen-

tal Evening where anyone at Westgate who 

plays a musical instrument or sings has the 

opportunity to perform a solo, a duet, or an 

ensemble piece. We had a varied range of 

pieces, from “The Pink Panther” by Henry 

Mancini to “Le Onde” by Einaudi. The per-

formers were: Francesca Churchill, Elizabeth 

Hart, Robbie O’Connor, Katie Peller, Jona-

than Peller, Leo Reid, Ainslie Roensdorf, and 

Harriet Thorpe. Luca Day-Boloz, Raphael 

Elmit, Dylan Mathers, and Oscar Penzer 

played together in their Year 7 band “The 

New Empire”. Well done to everyone that 

took part—it was a lovely event!  

Charity Success 
This year, the charity 

group have gone above 

and beyond in order to 

support those less fortu-

nate. They raised 

£1677.22 for Children 

in Need, £88 for Mac-

millan, £220 for the 

Shoebox Appeal, £1269 for Red Nose Day, 

£400 for Blue Cross and £650 for Winches-

ter Hospice. This money has been raised 

throughout a variety of events including bake 

sales, a karaoke competition, sports events 

and many more. Thank you to the Charity 

Group for organising all of this, and thank you 

to everyone who has donated.  


