
Options Post 16 

Look at the difference between your options after school. 

In most colleges you would choose 3/4 A levels you will study each subject for 

two years and then sit a final written exam. 

A levels allow you to keep your options open you will need Grade 5 to get into 

college and some subjects like maths will need you to achieve a higher grade to 

study to A level. Subjects like psychology require you to have grade 5 in 

sciences to study this to A level. You will need to check the college websites for 

specific information. 

BTEC’s - these are vocational and look at some specific career areas like 

plumbing, hair dressing and electrician. Depending on the grades you get at 

GCSE level will depend on the BTEC level you can start on Level 1, 2 and 3. 

Universities accept BTEC qualifications. 

Apprenticeships these are when you work and go to college get qualifications 

and get paid. For most apprenticeships you will need 5 GCSE grades at 5 or 

above. 

Traineeships are pre apprenticeships , where you obtain training and work 

experience and hopefully this will lead on to the apprenticeship route. 

Check out local colleges  

What types of qualifications do they offer? 

What grades do I need for specific courses? 

I am confused I don’t know what I want to do. You are not on your own, these 

are the top tips to solve the confused problem. 

 Organise a careers interview 

 Research a range of careers using college websites and Careers 

Companion 

 Talk to your parents and other working family members 

 Talk to your teachers about your grades and your potential 

 Look at the advantages and disadvantages of work areas that interest you. 

 Think about what you want from a job 



 Look at the skills required for specific jobs 

 What are you good at? What do you enjoy? 

 Look at careers that fall within an area of work you are interested in 

 Apply to all the colleges you can choose later which one you want 

 Consider an apprenticeship. What is available in your local area? 

 Consider and start researching universities, obtain up to date information 

about courses and entry requirements. 

Useful websites 

www.apprenticeships .org 

www.eclips-online.co.uk or on school VLE  -careers companion password 

SO225AZ 

ww3.hants.gov.uk/hampshirefutures – support form Hampshire careers service 

Westgate school VLE – learning zone careers companion 

www.nationalcareersservice.gov.uk 

www.ucas.com for universities go to Course search/ finder 
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